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Gene Jelks: 


What Does It All Mean? 


by Kirk McNair 


NCAA elects to expand 
inquiry into old charges 


or a century, The University of 

Alabama has had much to be proud of 
in its football program. It has been among 
the most successful teams in the nation, 
winning 12 national championships, win- 
ning more bowl games than any other 
team, thoroughly dominating the 
Southeastern Conterares. Bama has 
turned out the best coaches and players 
successful on and off the football field. And 
one of the things The University and its 
supporters could be most proud of is that 
Alabama has done it within the framework 
of the rules, never even investigated for vi- 
olations while its fellow SEC brethren de- 
veloped a national reputation as among 
the biggest cheaters in college athletics. 
Now Alabama has a black mark against it, 
the NCAA conducting an official inquiry. 

If Alabama is ras guilty of wrongdoing 
as NCAA investigators begin their inquiry 
into the allegations of Gene Jelks, then 
Alabama will have to pay a penalty. If 
Alabama is found not guilty, The 
University and its football program will 
have paid a penalty anyway, the penalty of 
being considered guilty by some even with- 
out having been charged. 

What does the decision by the NCAA to 
expand its preliminary inquiry into an offi- 
cial inquiry mean? First of all, it does not 
mean that an official investigation auto- 
matically follows. When Auburn received 
its letter of official investigation, outlining 
specific charges, in its most recent con- 
frontation with the NCAA, there was no 
doubt Auburn would be found guilty again. 
It is impossible to say what the eventual 
outcome will be in the NCAA probe of 
Alabama. 

Should the inquiry be considered a prob- 
lem, or merely a nuisance and an irritating 
embarrassment? Again, it is impossible to 
say with certainty. 

On the surface, it appears Alabama has 
nothing to fear, When Jelks first made his 
charges, among those refuting them were 
members of his family. Later a sister said 
that now she supported Jelks’ tale. A wit- 
ness who has two stories is no witness, so 
she will be neither friend nor foe for 
Alabama in the investigation. 

However, even without the testimony of 
his family against him, Jelks' story appears 
to be riddled with holes. The smoking gun 
brought forth by his Atlanta attorney is 


6 


nothing. Checks written by a Gadsden- 
area businessman, Harold Simmons, were 
payment for work, and the businessman 
says he has records and witnesses to back 
him up. In any event, Simmons has no 
connection to The University. Another of 
those Jelks claims gave him benefits, 
University supporter Cohn, is one of 
Gadsden's most respected citizens, and his 
word will carry far more weight than that 
of anyone the Jelks gang will be able to 
produce. 

Ray Perkins was the head coach at 
Alabama when Jelks was recruited and 
when he played most of his career. Perkins 
said this summer he had not heard from 
the NCAA and didn't expect to, because 
the NCAA knew there was no wrong- 
doing. Arkansas officials say one of the 
then-Alabama assistant coaches charged 
by Jelks, Rockey Felker, has a clean bill of 
health from the NCAA. Another then-as- 
sistant coach, Jerry Pullen, has sued Jelks 
for slander over charges by the former 


player. 

Although the investigation could be ex- 
panded, letter from the NCAA indicat- 
ed the inquiry is limited to Jelks’ charges. 
That means the ravings of Alabama- 
Birmingham Athletics Director Gene 
Bartow, revealed in a letter this summer, 
claiming that Paul Bryant ran a training 
ground for football coaches to learn to 
cheat or that former Tide Basketball 
Coaches C.M. Newton and Wimp 
Sanderson bought players, is not a part of 
the investigation. 


"Epes are several reasons why the 

fected to expand its probe 
from prelimi inquiry to official inquiry. 
One, of coliree, | is that the NCAA has rea- 
son to believe Alabama is guilty. Another 
is that the enforcement officer who will 
process the case is described by some as a 
young shark who would want to make his 
mark by bringing down an Alabama, par- 
ticularly since he is generally considered to 
be the man who botched the NCAA inves- 
tigation at Tennessee. An Alabama athlet- 
ics official said a former player had report- 
ed that the officer had contacted him, 
wanting help to “nail” Alabama. 

The reason could be more innocent, 
Auburn was just penalized for an NCAA 
record sixth time, firmly establishing 
Alabama's cross state rival as among the 
most corrupt programs in NCAA history. 
Because that was such a visible case, the 
NCAA may have felt that it couldn’t just 
allow Alabama to get off without a look. 

One of the most interesting theories (and 
perhaps the subject for a psychological 
study of paranoia, since it comes from an 
Auburn supporter) is that the NCAA is in- 
vestigating the case because Auburn inter- 


ests are so transparently involved. If there 
is nothing to the charges and they have 
been orchestrated by Auburn interests, 
that might be just another of many, many 
examples of Auburn failing to have institu- 
tional control. Auburn, of course, faces the 
death penalty if it is caught in new viola- 
tions while on probation. 


TT does not mean the charges are not 
serious. Legal fees being what they 
are, Alabama will have to spend thou- 
sands, perhaps hundreds of thousands, of 
dollars to defend itself. 

The defense that no one involved in 
Alabama athletics or administration today 
was involved in the program when Jelks 
was recruited and played won't wash. The 
NCAA doesn’t penalize the guilty; it penal- 
izes the school where violations occurred. 

There are at least a couple of side issues 
involved. One is Pullen’s suit against Jelks. 
The Jelks side believes that works to their 
benefit, that having subpoena power will 
enable them to uncover wrongdoing on the 
part of Alabama. From an Alabama stand- 
point, it puts Jelks on the witness stand fac- 
ing charges of perjury if found lying. And 
from the standpoint of the NCAA investi- 
gators, it offers the possibility of obtaining 
information given under oath. 

Another side issue, alluded to by various 
factions including some in the media, re- 
gards Alabama having football players who 
gained academic eligibility improperly. 
Although they hesitate to name names 
publicly, privately the claim is that some- 
one took Bama junior David Palmer’s ACT 
test for him. The facts are these: David 
Palmer took his test at Alabama- 
Birmingham long before he had commit- 
ted to any school and when, in fact, almost 
everyone considered Alabama to be in 
third place in the recruiting battle for his 
services. He passed the test on his first at- 
tempt. This is not the same as having 
signed a player who had not yet passed his 
test, then sending him out of state where 
the brother of an assistant coach conducts 
the test. That was a scheme reported of 
another school a few years ago. 


ow long will this take and what will be 

the consequences for Alabama foot- 
ball? Auburn was upset that it took two 
ars for a resolution in its latest scandal, 
ut Auburn was part of the reason for the 
delay since it asked for more time to con- 
duct its own investigation (which, to its 
credit, turned up a couple of violations the 
NCAA didn’t know about). Auburn's 
stance was relief at finally being sentenced. 
Alabama is not likely to be relieved to be 
put on probation, if it comes to that. It 
would be particularly sad if Alabama was 
penalized with sanctions against television, 
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a ban that penalizes the innocent as well 
as the guilty (i.e., Alabama fans being un- 
able to see this year’s Auburn game on 
television). 

The probe is hardly likely to affect this 
football team. Alabama's coaches are not 
party to the charge and only a handful of 
current Tide players even knew Jelks (fifth 
year seniors who were freshmen when 
Jelks was a fifth year senior). 

As for the future, unless the fate of the 
program is decided before the end of the 
year, Tide recruiters will be facing the task 
of refuting information passed to 
parece by the interests of other col- 

ges. 


And what of Gene Jelks? Regardless of 
how the decision goes, Jelks has almost 
certainly cut all ties with his former team- 
mates and classmates and his fellow alum- 
ni. Jelks has unquestionably made bad de- 
cisions, the main one being passing up his 
final semester at The University to earn his 
degree and get on with his life. The dream 
of professional football lured him from the 
campus in that spring of 1990. 

Many in the Alabama camp will be able 
to think of Gene Jelks only as a bad guy, 
an unfortunate situation because when 
Jelks was a player at Alabama he was a 
good guy, a young man who was intelli- 
gent, articulate and who gave his all for 
Alabama football. Ideally, those who love 
Alabama will be able to remember that 
Gene Jelks and not allow this situation to 
become distasteful and personal in letters 
to editors and on radio talk shows. 

And what of The University’s relation- 
ship with its sister institutions in the state? 
Bartow has driven yet another spike into 
the heart of hopes for normal athletics 
competition between Alabama and the 
Birmingham school. As for Auburn, there 
is no question that it has been able to 
achieve a measure of success because of a 
decision made 35 are A, Alabama 
agreeing to resume foot games against 
the have-nots. Because both are members 
of the Southeastern Conference and in the 
West Division, that relationship appears 
safe for now. 

But consider this scenario: The Big Ten 
now has 11 teams. Kentucky would fit in 
perfectly to the Big Ten, giving them 12 
teams and the opportunity to have a 
championship game, as does the SEC. 
Texas A&M or Texas would bring a good 
football team and a great band to the &e 
The natural shift would be to put Auburn 
in the East, a Texas team in the West. 
Then Alabama and Auburn could play only 
twice every eight years, perhaps alleviatin 
the bitterness between the two camps (ak 
though some might linger at Auburn since 
it would have a difficult time selling tickets 
without the Alabama game as a lure). 

Alabama officials have pledged their full 
cooperation to the NCAA. Additionally, 
Athletics Director Hootie Ingram has 
promised to release information at each 
stage of the inquiry. 
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Text of the NCAA Notification 
September 22, 1993 


Mr. E. Roger Sayers 

President 

University of Alabama 
scaloosa, Alabama 35487 


Dear President Sayers: 


e purpose of this letter is to advise you that in accordance with NCAA Bylaw 32.2, 
the NCAA enforcement staff will initiate a preliminary inquiry into the operation of the 
institution's football program. 


As you know, during the past several months, the enforcement staff has been review- 
ing information regarding possible violations of NCAA legislation that were alleged in a 
series of newspaper articles in November 1992 regarding a former football student- 
athlete at the institution. Based upon the available information, the enforcement staff 
believes that a formal review of this information is warranted. 


Please note that if the information collected appears to be of a substantial nature, an 
official inquiry may be filed in accordance with NCAA Bylaw 32.5. Also in accordance 
with NCAA Bylaws 32.2.2.4.1 and 32.2.2.4.2, the general status of the inquiry will be 
reported to you in writing at the end of each six-month interval. However, it is hoped 
that the enforcement staff will have completed its inquiries before the first six-month 
period has concluded. Further, under the provisions of NCAA Bylaw 32.2,2.4, the en- 
forcement staff may request a meeting with you to explain the basis for the enforce- 
ment staff's initial inquiries, However, in this instance, the staff does not believe such 
a meeting is necessary since the institution already has a general understanding of the 
issues in question. It also should be noted that it is not uncommon for new issues to 
be developed during the course of an inquiry that may warrant review. In the event 
this occurs, you or the appropriate institutional representative will be advised. 


e individuals from this office who will be coordinating the processing of this case on 
behalf of the NCAA are Enforcement Representative Dirk L. Taitt and Director of 
Enforcement Mark P. Jones. It should be emphasized that although the review of infor- 
mation by the NCAA enforcement staff is under the direction of the NCAA assistant ex- 
ecutive director for enforcement and eligibility appeals, in the event of procedural dis- 
agreements, of if an official inquiry is issued, the NCAA Committee on Infractions and 
its staff would assume jurisdiction for correspondence concerning the hearing process. 


e enforcement program is a cooperative undertaking involving individual member 
institutions and allied conferences working pegiet ee through the NCAA — a unified ef- 
fort designed to improve the administration of intercollegiate athletics. You are called 
upon an chief executive officer of the University of Alabama for your cooperation and 
eer to the end that complete information related to this matter may be devel- 
ope: 


Sincerely, 
S. David Berst 


Assistant Executive Director for 
Enforcement and Eligibility Appeals 


Response of Dr. Sayers to the NCAA 


September 23, 1993 


Mr. S. David Berst 
Assistant Executive Director for 


Dear Mr. Berst: 


I have received your letter of September 23, 1993, indicating that the NCAA enforce- 
ment staff will initiate a preliminary inquiry into the operation of The University of 
Alabama's football program. You may be assured that all officers of the University and 
individuals related in any way to our intercollegiate athletics program will cooperate 
fully with the NCAA enforcement staff and representatives of the Southeastern 
Conference in our collective effort to develop complete information related to this mat- 
ter. 


If there is anything I can do personally at any time to expedite this process, please do 
not hesitate to call on me. 


Sincerely yours, 


Roger Sayers 
President 


The Freshmen: 


Youth Movement In Tide Football 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide had an experienced team returning, 
but help has come from freshmen 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Readers of THE TUSCALOOSA NEws'are aware that 
"Bama Editor Kirk McNair is writing a twice weekly column for 
that newspaper while its sports editor is on leave of absence. 
Some of the information in this story was included in one of the 
recent newspaper columns. 


Ore upon a time, just over 20 years ago, freshmen football 
players were neither seen nor heard, except by a few hundred 
people who ordinarily made iB as crowd for the four freshman 
games played each year. Fre players were not eligible for 
varsity competition, and they spent most of their week as cannon 
fodder, helping the upperclassmen get ready for Saturday games. 

From the World War II years until the early 1950s, freshmen 
had been eligible. In 1972, freshman eligibility was restored. In the 
case of Alabama, which had an experienced team that had gone 
11-1 in 1971, it was not expected that freshmen would be much 
help. A young linebacker from Phenix City changed that percep- 
tion on the first Tide kickoff of the 1972 sedsent, nloacrae Lowe 
was a freshman who made the team as a special teams player, and 
his first tackle came on that first kickoff. And it was vintage 
Woodrow Lowe, full speed and vicious. A couple of years later 
Alabama was entering the season with no proven wide receiver 
(Bama used just one wideout in those wishbone days), but a fresh- 
man, Ozzie Newsome, earned the starting job in the first game of 
that 1974 season and started for the next four years. 

There is a reasonable school of thought that freshmen should 
not be eligible for varsity football, that it puts too much pressure 
on men just a few months out of high school. Those advocates 
prefer a return to a limited freshman team schedule, a period of 
adjustment for the first-year players. That's not going to happen 
with current intercollegiate philosophy, which is cutting back on 
football scholarships. Alabama signed 18 freshmen last year, about 
the most the Tide could add and stay under the overall scholarship 
lirnit of 88. What kind of freshman team could you field with 18 
players, two of them quarterbacks, three of them tailbacks? 

would not have been a shock if most 1993 Bama freshmen 
had been held out this year. After all, Alabama returned 50 letter- 
men, seven offensive starters and six defensive starters from an un- 
defeated team, and had played only a handful of the highly-regard- 
ed freshman class of 1992. But the new players were still in 
shorts, working out before the return of the varsity in early August, 
when Tide Coach Gene Stallings suggested as many as 12 to 15 
rookies could make a contribution this season. 

Even considering that two of the new signees-wide receiver 
Toderick Malone and defensive lineman Kendrick Burton-were 
sophomores who had not played last year for academic reasons, 
that seemed a bold prediction. Stallings has said on more than one 
occasion that he has no hesitation whatsoever about playing a 
freshman if he is good enough to help the team, and he hss 
pived that in his three-plus years at . Though Stallings 

asn’t said so, there is reason to believe he is not concerned about 
saving players for that possible fifth year of etgpiy: For one 
thing, he is not going to quit recruiting. Each year he is trying (with 
some success) to sign players who are better than the ones he has. 
And Stallings also knows that if a player is good enough, he will 
have the opportunity to go into the professional ranks. He doesn’t 
encourage that, because he believes it is important that all with a 
chance to get a college degree do so, but he knows it is a fact of 


Patrick Hape was considered a possible fullback or linebacker, 
but he’s earned freshman playing time as the backup tight end. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


life. It’s pretty tough to sell an athlete the proposition that a senior 

ar of studies could bring him immeasurable pleasure throughout 

is life when the player knows that the big bucks of professional 
sports last only as long as the legs. 

Over 20 years of Treshicean eligibility has shown us that fresh- 
man can make remarkable contributions to a college football team, 
even an experienced football team. Less than halfway through the 
season, Stallings is nearly on the mark with his prediction. 
Including Malone and Burton, 10 new signees have seen game ac- 
tion. Eight of the 18 scholarshipped freshmen have played. 
Additionally, one true freshman walk-on, William Watts, is the Tide 
kickoff man. 
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Fa: the first day of practice it has been 
expected that Patrick Hape would be in 
the lineup this season. Early it seemed just 
about every assistant coach, except possibly 
quarterbacks coach Mal Moore, wanted to 

ive Hape a chance in his area. And Hape 

as the background for a lot of positions. 
He was outstanding in the Alabama- 
Mississippi All-Star game as a linebacker. 
He was considered a prospect as a fullback. 
He has the strength and potential size to be 
a down lineman on either side of the foot- 
ball, the speed to play strong safety. But he 
is a tight end. No one will ever know, but it 
may be that surprise quitter Kris Mangum 
was as discouraged as much by Hape be- 
hind him as he was by starter Tony 
johnson in front of him. t ‘ooker, 
an outstanding Alabama tight end in the 
early 1960s, said following the Arkansas 
game that he had been particularly im- 
pressed by Hape’s blocking. Hape also had 
his first pass reception in that contest. 

Brian Steger was the last man signed by 
the Crimson Tide in this recruiting class, 
but he is first in the hearts of Bama fans 
who have yearned for a big tailback, He is 
6-3, 215. Steger, who was preparing to 
sign with Mississippi State when 
Alabama's scholarship offer arrived in late 
spring, was the least-heralded of the 1993 
running back signees, but he has been the 
one who stayed healthy. And when start- 
ing halfback Chris Anderson was injured 
against Vanderbilt, that opened the door 
for Steger to see meaningful playing time 
pe yrs Arkansas. (He had played a couple 
of snaps in the opener against Tulane.) 
Steger’s performance against Arkansas 
was far more impressive than his statistics. 
The numbers were fine, 61 yards on nine 
carries and two pass receptions for 21 
yards. But it was the tough, tackle-busting 
running that caught the attention of every- 
one, including Stallings, who said, “I sort 
of enjoyed watching Brian Steger run.” 

Last year’s last signee, Eric Turner, ended 
up as a regular backup man in Bama’s ex- 
ceptional national championship secondary. 
It's no surprise that his brother, Taurus, an 
Alabama freshman this , is seeing regu- 
lar playing time as a backup at fullback. 

Signing a running back was top priority 
for Alabama this year, and before Steger 
was added to the Tide roster, Bama re- 
cruiters had picked up two of the nation’s 
best. While it is likely that neither will pla 
this year, both have big-time potential: 
Unfortunately for them, both suffered early 
injuries, while Steger-who actually started 
out practicing at fullback-remained healthy. 

urtis Alexander had moved into the 
number three tailback slot in early prac- 
tices, then had a nightmare week, suffer- 
ing toe, groin and neck injuries. Dameian 
Vallery arrived at Alabama with a pulled 
groin. But both have shown extraordinary 
ability. 

There are certain positions where it is 
ba ryt for a freshman to break in. 

he most important position on the 
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field, erback, rarely goes to a fresh- 
man. This year freshman quarterback 
Freddie Kitchens saw mop-up duty in early 
games, then showed he can challenge for 
the backup job when he played over half 
the game against Louisiana Tech and com- 
pleted five of five passes, including a nice 
play to his former high school teammate, 
Malone, for a 45-yard touchdown. It's dif- 
ficult for him to get a great deal of playing 
time because Brian Burgdorf is so inexpe- 
rienced he needs much game experience, 
too. Some may question the wisdom of 
using a year of vo aie f for a player of 
Kitchens’ potential, but there are good 
reasons for playing Kitchens. One, te is 
capable of playing, but needs playing time. 
And should he be forced into action in cru- 
cial games later, it's best that he have 
game experience. Two, he is an outstand- 
ing athlete, one who could have a lucrative 
baseball contract dangled in front of him 
before his college eligibility expires. 

Kitchens is not the only freshman quar- 
terback at Alabama. Lance Tucker was 
also very impressive in early Bama work- 
outs and he is firmly in future Crimson 
Tide ety at quarterback. 

Offensive linemen have so much to learn 
and linemen on both sides of the ball fre- 
quently need more strength and size, ac- 
counting for the rarity of freshmen linemen 
playing. None have played for Bama this 
year. However, that doesn’t mean that Tide 
coaches are disappointed in the big men 
added to the roster this year. The new of- 
fensive linemen, Will Friend (who has 
worked at guard and center) and tackles 
Joel Holliday and Chris Jordan, are right 
on schedule. Practice observers believe de- 
fensive linemen Edgar Walker and Steve 
Thompson are ahead of what might have 
been expected. There’s also an impressive 
freshman walk-on defensive lineman, 6-5, 
305-pound nose tackle Michael Ray. 

The quickest way for a freshman to play 
is to be Gy rae in special teams work, 
and most Alabama first-year players are 
seeing time on the kicking teams. While 
Tyrell Buckner, Fernando Davis and Ralph 
Staten have had some linebacker playing 
time, and while cornerback Cedric Samuel 
has had a half dozen plays in the secondary, 
most of their action has come on kick cov- 
erage, return and protection teams. 

pair of signees from LaGrange, 
Georgia, strong safety Andre Short and 
outside linebacker Paul Pickett, are likely to 
be redshirted, but they have bright futures. 

The legion of football fans who are as 
concerned about recruiting as they are 
about Saturday games sometimes worries 
that having freshmen playing will discour- 
age the next batch of high school hot- 
shots. However, a more optimistic ap- 
praisal is that the prospects being recruited 
will (1.) not be afraid of a challenge and 
(2.) want to go where freshmen get a 
chance to play. This year’s freshmen 
Tiders are getting the opportunity and tak- 
ing advantage of it. 
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Brian Steger got his first real playing chance against Arkansas and made the most of it 
with runs impressive for their power. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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by John Barnes 


Senior nose tackle has the 
ability to dominate, but not 
if he is on the sidelines 


he general philosophy of the Alabama 

defensive line is simple: Stop the run. 
No one knows that better than nose tackle 
James Gregory 


For the 6-4, '280-pound senior from St. 


Louis, the Tide’s ability to stop the run is 
the key to its defensive success. According 
to Gregory, the Bama credo is “stop the 
run first, else will follow.” 

pire led i —- rush- 
ing defense, giving up o per 
Often overshadowed by Eric Curry 
and John Copeland, Gregory’s solid play 
against the inside run was one of the 
major reasons for Bama’s ultimate success. 
With Curry and Copeland forcing much of 
the action to the inside, Gregory, along 
with inside linebackers Michael Rogers and 
Derrick Oden, were credited with a maijori- 
ty of Alabama’s total tackles on the year. 


= 


Defensive Line Coach Mike Dubose be- 
lieves Gregory's best is yet to come. “If 
James can stay healthy, and that’s a big 
question mark right now, he has the op- 
portunity to be one of the most dominat- 
ing interior lineman in our league, maybe 
even the nation,” he said. “His ability to 
shed blockers and bring down the ball car- 
rier is his strength. But he also plays very 
intelligent football. That’s why we need 
him to stay healthy, so he can assume that 
— role we need on the defensive 


Dubose’s worst fears came to fruition 
less than one week before Alabama's sea- 
son opener with Tulane. While participat- 
ing in a non-contact drill, Gregory re-in- 
jured a knee originally hurt during 


| Alabama's 1992 contest with Mississippi 


State. The injury was not as serious as the 


| first time and James was back at i 


within two days. Of concern to Tide 
coaches was the fact that Gregory was not 
wearing his specially-designed knee brace. 
“It’s really not up to us (coaches) or the 
training staff as to whether he wears it or 
not,” said Dubose. “That’s a decision he'll 
have to make.” 


both the Auburn and Florida games. 
“That was tough,” he said. “I had to miss 
two of our biggest games of the year, but 
Seg er se Se Boe see ee 
or it 


' the first few plays of the Tulane 
game, cost knee held up fine. No 
one, in his wildest imagination, thought 


majority of 
y. Coaches and trainers hoped 
e ready for The Tide’s matchup with 
South Carolina, but offered no guarantees. 


If Alabama Assistant Coach Mike Dubose 
is going te be able to lay claim to the na- 
tion’s best rushing defense again this 
year, it is important that senior Gregory 
return to full-time play. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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For a team already suffering through a 
season’s worth of injuries after only two 
games, Gregory’s injury is a blow to an al- 
ready-depleted Bama defensive front. 
Another serious injury to backup defensive 
end Damien Jeffries (broken foot, out four 
a six weeks) has left the Tide thin in num- 

rs. 


‘or Gregory, the injury is yet another 

challenge in what has been a rather un- 
usual collegiate career. A native of St. 
Louis, Gregory signed with Alabama in 
1990, shortly after the arrival of Head 
Coach Gene Stallings. “I had narrowed my 
choices to Alabama and Southern Cal,” he 
said. “All of a sudden, I heard that 
Alabama’s coach had quit and | pretty 
much decided that I would go to USC. But 
they made contact with me and I made a 
visit. | was impressed with the school and 
the coaches and decided to go ahead and 
sign. I guess | made the right decision be- 
cause we won the national championship 
and USC is kind of hurting right now.” 

Arriving at Alabama with the rest of the 
freshman class in 1990, Gregory soon 
found out what he was up against: All- 
America, All Southeastern Conference 
Robert Stewart, among the most awesome 
physical specimens in the history of 
Alabama football. “When I first saw 
Robert, I couldn't believe how big he was,” 
said Gregory. “I thought, ‘I’ve got to play 
behind this guy? I'll never get to play.’” 

Gregory did play, however, providing 
solid backup help to Stewart at nose tack- 
le. “I learned a lot from playing with 
Robert,” he said. “Playing nose tackle at 
this level forces you to learn quickly. It 
helps to learn from the best. We’re very 
different type players. Robert was so 
strong. His strength was his strength. Me, 
I'm not as strong, so I have to rely more 
on technique.” 

Although the two played the same posi- 
tion, the difference in style was like night 
and day. Stewart's forte was brute 
strength, shedding blockers with the swipe 
of an arm and pulling down ball carriers 
and quarterbacks with little effort. Gregory, 
on the other hand, is not blessed with 
tremendous physical strength. He is forced 
to rely on cunning, heart and football 
sense. 

“No, James does not have the physical 
tools Robert had,” said Dubose. “But that 
doesn’t make him less effective. Robert 
was so strong and so aggressive, he would 
often overrun a play and be out of posi- 
tion. James doesn't have that problem. He 
knows what his job is and stays in position 
to make the play. He’s a smart player, a 
good leader and a valuable member of our 
team. | wish he could stay healthy. If he 
can, he could really be a good one. He 
could easily play at the next level.” 


AS the lone returning starter on 
labama’s defensive line, Gregory 
looks forward to his expanded role as lead- 


er and elder statesman. With the loss of 


Curry and Copeland, Gregory is the Tide's 
most experienced defensive lineman. With 
that distinction comes responsibility. “I 
know the rest of the guys will be looking to 
me for leadership and I think I’m up to it,” 
he said. “Everyone always asks me, ‘How 
can you replace John and Eric?’ The an- 
swer is, you can’t. These guys were great. 
They play on Sundays now, you know. 
We'll just have to pick up the slack as best 
we can. | think Jeremy (Nunley) and 
Elverett (Brown) will step in and do a good 
job. After we play together for a while, | 
think we'll be just as good as last year.” 

One area where Gregory feels he can 
help his teammates is “pressure manage- 
ment.” With comparisons and comments 
coming from every direction, Gregory be- 
lieves that the increased pressure will serve 
to make the Tide more of a close-knit 
team. “We know that everyone is saying 
we should go undefeated again and win 
the national championship. That does cre- 
ate some pressure. The only way to re- 
spond to it is to stick together and concen- 
trate on each game, just like we did last 
year. If we do that, we'll be all right.” 

As is the case with the rest of the team, 
Gregory prefers to think of Alabama's 
1992 campaign as ancient history; some- 
thing to learn from and remember fondly, 
but not something to get caught up in. 
“There were so many things that hap- 
pened last year that will help us down the 
road,” Gregory said. “We learned to con- 
centrate on each game individually and to 
never take an opponent for granted. 
That's something | really hope will carry 
over from last year.” 

If Alabama is to repeat as national 
champion, the defense must once again do 
what it did best in 1992: stop the run. 
Gregory considers defending the run his 
particular specialty. “We are basically a 
two-gap team. No one is going to run up 
the middle on Alabama. We've also got the 
speed outside to prevent people from turn- 
ing the corner.” 

The philosophy is simple-stop the run, 
force the pass, defend the pass, frustrate 
the opposition. Alabama's performance in 
the Sugar Bowl is the perfect example of 
what happens when the opposition is not 
allowed to run the football. 

Conventional wisdom suggests that the 
1993 Alabama defense will be hard- 
pressed to duplicate the success against 
the run of the 1992 squad. Early reviews 
of the Tide defense reflect a slightly more 
porous unit, but still as good as any in the 
SEC. Barring any more unforeseen in- 
juries, and with the return of Gregory, 

a could once again lead the league in 
rushing defense. 

As for James Gregory, he just wants to 
stay healthy and contribute. “I've still got a 
ways to go before I'm the type of football 
player I want to be,” he said. “I need to be 
a better pass rusher, but that will come 
with time.” 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/OCTOBER "93 


Matthew Pine: 


Too Valuable To Play Tight End 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Every snap in kicking 
game is made by senior 
who came as walk-on 


Mithew Pine didn’t expect his job to be 
a snap when he walked on with the 
Alabama football team in 1989. In fact, he 
thought it would be a kick. 


Pine was an all-state tight end and punter 
for Gadsden High Schoo! veut was recruited 
by Kentucky and Colorado State as a 
punter, and by Samford and some other 
small colleges as a tight end as well as 
punter. He turned down those opportunities 
to walk on at Alabama as a prospect for the 
punting job. Pine eventua Baye the team, 
but on the other end of team. 
Since his redshirt basen eee 90, he 
has been the long snapper for the Tide. 
That wasn’t completely new to Pine. 
Before earning the punting job in high 
school (where he averaged 43.5 yards per 


OCTOBER ’93/"BaMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


punt), Pine spent his sophomore season as 
the snapper. Former Alabama Head Coach 
Bill Curry encouraged Pine to walk on as a 
punter, Pine said, t he also knew I could 
snap. After the 1989 season, Alabama was 
losing the long snapper (Steve Clonts) and 
the coaching staff was looking for someone 
to take his place. They asked me to try. I 
think they were pleasantly surprised, and 
they asked me to stay there.” 

And stay he has. Pine, who earned a 
scholarship last year, is starting his fourth 
and final season as the Crimson Tide’s long 
snapper. And this year he’s added to those 
duties. Johnny Howard graduated after last 
season, leaving the a of enapeine, for 
extra points and field goals vacant. Bine, 
who had snapped for three field goals as a 
juror (two against Ole Miss, one against 

landerbilt), took on the additional ta 

Not many people notice the snap (unless 
it’s a bad one). But there are considerable 
differences in making the 14-yard snap on 
a punt from the 7 1,-yard snap on extra 
points and field goals. Pine explained: “In 
snapping for punts, ie really have to raise 
eg bck butt, explode back, and shove your 

ck more. The short snap is all arms. 

er the snap, the responsibilities are dif- 
sonal too. After a punt, the biggest re- 
sponsibility is to get down the field and 
cover the kick, though sometimes | have to 
stay in a few seconds and help with the 
blocking. On extra points and field wide I 
snap and then ‘get big’ and block. It 
adjustment, especially after snapping fo os 
punts and then going right back out for 
short snap.” 

Danny Pearman, the Alabama assistant 
coach whose duties were also increased this 
year to include coordinating the special 
teams, has co’ e confidence in Pine. “I 
have no problem with Matthew snapping in 
any situation,” he said. “If anything, he is a 
little quicker getting the ball back there than 
Johnny Howard was last year, although 
Howard gave i the advantage of being a 
bigger body in the middle.” 

ine has been partici noticed for his 
downfield coverage after punts. In fact, in 
the 1991 Memphis State game Alabama 
punted only four times and made two 
solo tackles and assisted on another. “That 
wasn’t too bad,” he said. 


ine’s value to the team as a snapper is 
one reason Alabama Head Coach Gene 
Stallings is reluctant to use the 6-3, 230- 
pounder at his other position, tight end. 
Pine was a good pass-catching tight end in 


Matthew Pine is a specialist, the snapper 
every time Alabama punts or tries an 
extra point or field goal. That specialty is 
one reason his desire to play tight end is 
thwarted. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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high school (46 ions, three of them 
for touchdowns), his 4.7 speed, 350- 
pound bench press and 900-pound leg 
press marks indicate he has the skill, size, 
speed and strength to play tight end at 
many ‘ 
But Pine understands Stallings’ reluc- 
tance to put him on the line in normal of- 
fensive situations. “I know I have the abili- 
ty (to play tight end) and I think the coach- 
es know, too,” he said. “But I think they're 
a little hesitant about putting me out there 
because there’s nobody else with experi- 
ence to snap.” 
Woody McCorvey, who coaches 
peta feceivets, cart “As +i tight end, 
atthew’s biggest strength is his ability to 
catch the ball and run routes. His weak- 
ness is blocking. He does an adequate job, 
but he’s not the kind of guy you need at 
tight end in the SEC. But if need be, he 
could play in certain situations and help 
us.” Pine is listed third on the depth chart, 
behind starter Tony Johnson, a sopho- 
more, and Patrick Hape, a freshman. 

“The only way we would use him at tight 
end is if something happened to the 
guys,” McCorvey said. But there is a sec- 
ondary role for a tight end in Alabama’s 
offense: the rover. In short yardage situa- 


tions Bama frequently adds either an extra 
tight end or fullback to aid in blocking. The 
rover ordinarily is taking on defensive 
backs rather than the big boys the tight 
ends have to move out. Last fullback 
Craig Harris was the rover. Thus far this 
season the role has been Hape’s, with 
Pine listed as the backup. 

“I know that Matthew wants to con- 
tribute in other ways to help the football 
team,” McCorvey said. “He doesn’t want 
to be known as just the snapper. He wan 
to show that he can do something else.” 

Pine does hope to get some playing 
time at either rover or tight end in his 
final season. But he said if he doesn’t, it 
won't be something that he will dwell on. 
As much as like to play on of- 
fense, he understands the importance of 
his role on the special teams. He knows 
that a poor snap can mean a poor kick 
which in turn can mean the difference be- 
tween winning and losing. A couple of 
those differences could send a team to 
the Peach Bowl instead of the Sugar 
Bowl. “I just want to contribute to the 
team in any way that I can,” he said. “I 
just want to have a good last year with no 
mistakes.” 

“There is equal pressure snapping for 


punts or place kicks,” Pine said. “If you 
don't get a kick off in 2.1 seconds or less, 
it will be blocked. And that’s total opera- 
tion time, from the snap until the ball 
leaves the foot of the kicker. That puts a 
lot of pressure on me and Bryne (Diehl), 
and we can’t mess up.” Diehl takes every 
Pine snap because he is both the punter 
and the holder on extra points and field 
goals. Pine said he believes his experience 
as a punter makes it possible for him to re- 
late to Diehl's job, and that helps Pine. 

To ensure Saturday perfection, Pine puts 
in plenty of practice. A normal day of 
preparation is 75 snaps for punts and 50 
to 75 short snaps. Because of his long ex- 
perience as a long snapper, he said he is 
more comfortable as the snapper on 

ts. 

And even though he may never see ac- 
tion at tight end in a game, he practices at 
that position as much as any other third 
team player. And he has been practicing 
there since the end of his sophomore sea- 
son. “I get just enough repetitions at tight 
end to know what's going on each week,” 
he eT “| know = a plays. I'm as re 
pared as any other player at a position 
who is on the travel squad and who could 
get into a game.” 


ATTENTION: PRICE CORRECTION 
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John Walters: 


He Has 
Eyes For 
A Repeat 


by Kirk McNair 


Soph linebacker sticking 
to basics and taking one 
game at a time 


Pe Walters had a great view of the 
first Alabama football game he ever 
saw in person. “I was in on the opening 
kickoff against Vanderbilt (in 1992),” said 
Bama’s sophomore inside linebacker. “I 
was real excited going into the game be- 
cause I knew I would be in on the opening 
kickoff no matter who kicked since | was 
on both the kickoff return and the kickoff 
coverage team.” 

Walters was one of five true freshmen 
who saw playing time for Bama in the 
1992 season. While he did see playing 
time at linebacker in five games, his prima- 
ry work was on Alabama's special teams. 
He had 16 tackles during the year and also 
had a fumble recovery in the win over 

Carolina 


He made his first start as a linebacker in 
the opening | See of this season, the 
Tulane game. Alabama’s defense ordinari 
uses two inside linebackers, in Tide 
nomenclature the Mike Linebacker (who 
lines up against the opponent’s strong 
side, the side with the tight end) and the 
Jack Linebacker (who lines up against the 
weak, or open, side of the opponent). All 
Bama inside linebackers can play both po- 
sitions, but Walters is basically a Mike 
Linebacker. 


The number one inside linebacker for 
Alabama is Michael Rogers, a starter last 
ol as a sophomore. Walters and Mario 

orris (who started ahead of Walters in 
the Vanderbilt game) are in a battle to be 
the starter alongside Rogers, replacing the 
raduated Derrick Oden. Although Walters 
idn’t start the second game, he said, “I 
think | got a little better from the Tulane 
game to the Vanderbilt game. We're just 


John Walters still has a lot to learn about 
being an inside linebacker, but he has the 
potential to be an excellent player for the 


Crimson Tide. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
18 


F | 


OOK STORE | 


CT 


B 


1015 Wniversity Blvd. 
Tuscaloosa, AK 35401 


PHOTO 1 


A. Gray 100% cotton T-shirt with elephant busting through circle. Jostens. 


PE Fee a ceca ssszacnen sho nsb ks oebtantcee-eclaea saree eg uyuyeaienb baat enbebessemmnceeeeereet $12.95 
B. White 100% cotton T-shirt with gray speckles and lots of logo's, Tri Lakes: 

5h, oes $10.95 pt | Va $14.95 XXXL... re eeeeeeee $16.95 
C. “It's a BAMA thing, you wouldn't understand" 100% cotton. Mr. Tees. 

TAL: veisotaccstanae $11.95 ).0,| eneraee $14.95 XXXL. eeeeeees $15.95 
D. Black 100% nylon umbro style shorts with U of A screened on left leg. 

Draw string waist. Soffe. M,L, Xt o....cecccccccccsccccsccecscscsessseeesesespsoepeeen $14.95 
E. Red with white trim soccer shorts made of 100% nylon, with drawstring 

and elastic waistband. V-notched leg. Soffe. S,M,L,XL ......cccccccceeseeees $11.95 
F. Red mesh with white arched Alabama on left leg. Made of 100% nylon, 

with drawstring and elastic waistband. Soffe. S,M,L,XL... eccceeeeeseeeneee $14.95 
G. Approx. 12” high polar bear with red “Someone at Alabama Loves Me" 

TRUE ES GP BMNe BOI, © ss cvccrasstrvsenavininn ones cesendedbenescavezacsstickuscecesebeaehanane $22.95 
H. Approx. 12” high golden brown bear with "Someone at Alabama 

Loves Me" T-shirt. [t's Greek 0 Me. ........ssecesececesesssseresesesnercsenesnesnsneneens $22.95 
|. Approx. 12° high panda bear with “Someone at Alabama 

Loves Me" T-shirt. /f's Greek 0 Me. ..........ccccccccccesescscscsessesescsecseseneaeacees $22.95 
J. Approx. 12° high dark brown bear with “Someone at Alabama 

Loves Me* T-shirt. /t's Gre@k t0 Me. ......-sccsssssessssssecsssssssscsseestsnsssncasssesses $22.95 
ware 2 


A. Gray tank top of 90% cotton. Alabama Athletics. MVSports. L, XL ......... $11.95 

B. Red heavy weight T-shirt of 100% cotton. Alabama is outlined 

in silver and white. Time Out. S,M,L,XL .......ceceeceeceeseseteeeeeeeteeeeeeetees $17.95 
C. Gray 100% cotton T-shirt with seal. Alabama in block letters with script 

Crimson Tide. Tri-Lakes. 

Ly-Mb resteresteseeed ES That}, | Ree, $15.95 6 9 | $16.95 
D. Shorts to match tank top, has drawstring in waist. MV Sports. L, XL ....$12.95 
E. White cotton shorts with drawstring in waist, side pockets. 


Bicoi (ci cat) A alee 1 GERrer nee eneeeeeenieatereonerer errereinr Smnreroner rere mrenrrrr, Perrrneee » $15.95 
F. Red mesh shorts with drawstring in waist. Alabama screened 

OMT Nettifeg, Sosre.:S). Wi Ls XE esssssssssssscccccsssscctssecscccsccessscaccececsdececsssddinadins $14.95 
PHOTO 3 
A. Pictorial History of the University of Alabama with over 

PEE TINIAN... scssisseencthen2s- sh-cccsccsstssastaassapeteocapighgoscscnseissuaneaeeasiscdy $30.00 
B. Season of Champions: The Official Story of the 1992 

Alabama Crimson Tide Championship Season. ............-...-s-ceseseeseereeeeeeeees $29.95 
C. Sounds of Alabama compact disc................ $15.00 

Available on cassette tape $10.00 
D. 3 ring vinyl binder with logo on front. 1° ring, Dennison/Nat’! ..............-.-- $3.95 
E. Cross stitch kit of the President's Mansion. .... $11.95 
F. Cross stitch kit of Denny Chimes. ............ $11.95 
G. Cross stitch kit of Crimson Tide. ... ..$9.95 
H. Cross stitch kit of "A" with Elephant. $9.95 
|. Cross stitch kit of the University Seal. . ..$9.95 
ode FUT T PETRI aa caccccssscapeacaasssdachanaseeateaeacassscocsscscscacasscsaxecazaaaassesestesnasattee $6.95 
K. Soft Vinyl Portfolio with gold embossed seal. 

Available in Blue, Black or Crimson. Hazel. ............-...-...-....1-seseeeesestoes $12.95 
L. Brake light cover with National Championship. Fan-See@ 0.0.00... $4.95 
M. Refrigerator magnet. Magnetic Collectibles 

20 | a 79¢ ae $3.25 TALS sxescsssrsacthion $5.95 
N. Brake light cover |Far-S60 enerrnnnnenes weerrnnnnnirnews $2.95 
O. Adhesive back decal. Ort: ..$1.99 
P. I'm A BAMA Dad - bumper Sticker 0.0.0.0... ceeeeeeeseeeeeeeees ...$1.00 
Q. I'm A BAMA Mom - bumper sticker ............0....ccccccsceccsceseeeeteeeeeecaseeseeees $1.00 
PHOTO 4 
NAS 2S ENE TVTNG TRAG: serecrisee teassssssssseatresssszooneenstthbd ata tanhiana tatananneapaatiptesenienee $23.95 


B. Light weight gray sweat shirt with large seal in background.63% cotton, 
36% polyester, 1% other fibers. Jostens. 


BOLL sasatnsevan avevpnespatvnanes $19.95 OX Gad MM te vacesecsscassdinnrdeensesets $23.95 
C. Gray reverse weave sweat shirt with Alabama screened on front. Soffe. 

Sy Mi bi Rb sssssscscscsessszisd $33.95 RAR seccciicevrestincedtiettt Haters ROTTS $36.95 
D. Crimson sweat shirt of 50% cotton, 50% polyester with 3 A’s across the 

bottom. Jostens. M,L, Xb ..cccceccceee $19.95 ZK SK AN \accesnsesces $23.95 
Not Shown: 

Crimson sweat pants. Jostens. S, M, L, Xb oo... cecal $25.95 
FHOTE 5 

A. Reverse weave stone heather sweat shirt of 90% cotton, 10% polyester, 

By Champion. M, L, Xb veces $49.95 RAE wives vavcccesceevecorl $52.95 
B. Wooden putter with inlaid Alabama emblem. Can be engraved for an additional 

$15.00. Will be dropped shipped. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. .. $99.95 
Gi | PRRBRS WISI so ooocccecessecscascccagsccsascseasaaswesesogsccvasssessseesssssssesians ...$2.50 
D. Black sweat shirt with football player design. Jostens. L. XL $32.95 
E, 7 quart Igloo Cooler ...................seeseseseceseseseseeeeceeeeeeee= $29.95 
F. Alabama logo golf balls. 3 pack ...$7.95 
G. Pocket Flyer-frisbee you can fold and put in your pocket. ...$5.95 
H. Cocktail napkins. 50 ct. per pack, —......---......... ..$2.95 
|. Knitted golf head covers. 3 pack. . $27.95 
J. 7" paper plate. 25 ct. 0.0.00... $6.95 
BE, SF PO NN OR, nosso escevecevervewvessesessessessecrsssecsovseerenne tery $7.95 


L. Ladies turn down cuff socks with applique. 80% cotton. Top Sox. Med. .$4.95 
M. Crimson turn down cuff. Top Sox. Med. -..................cececeseceseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $4.95 
N. Tube sock with A elephant logo; woven design. Top Sox. M, L f 

Q. Tube sock with BAMA design. woven. Top Sox. M, L ...... 
P_ Short tube with elephant woven design. 75% acrylic. Top Sox. 2 
Q, Men's argyle SOCKS. TO SOX. q......c:cscsssssccsssssccsscecssscocsencntenaccnenenentasiecd $5.95 


gees 6 


A. It's a mug and a can cooler. Shaped like a football helmet. 
. 10 02. insulated tumbler. Signature Series......... each $6.50. 
. 11/2 02. shot glass 
. 12 02. insulated tumbler. Signature Series. ....... each $6.50. 
EN it tan Ablaaihin pt ica nectooras sanstacennmepepacincoomappenanasecent 
. 12.02. insulated mug .. 
. 8 oz. insulated mug .... 
. Insulated squeeze bottle ................... 

8 oz. gold trimmed ceramic coffee cup with seal 
22 oz. super mug With lid, .-....-........---.-cscseceseceeseceengeces 
. Plastic disposable glass, 8 02. .. each .35¢... 
© 12.02. mini mug With lid. oo... eee eeceeeseececeeeeeeeers 
. 10 02. travel mug with lid and adhesive bottom. 
. Plastic baby bottle. Bobby Edwards. oo <i 
. Plastic sippie cup. Bobby Edwards. ...................-..----sesessesesseeesreceseeeeerevsares ‘$2. 50 


PHOTO 7 


. V-neck jersey style shirt of 100% cotton. Jostens. M, L, XL oo. eee $26.95 
. Joe Bama T-shirt of 100% cotton. Jostens. S,M, L, XL ......... 
. Long Sleeve hooded T-shirt of 100% cotton. Jostens. M,L, XL ............ $23.95 
. University of Alabama National Championship clock with National 

Championship years on the dial. Deluxe model, gold trim, dust 

protective cover, battery operated. 00.0... cece 
. Soft synthetic leather mini football. Kambail... 
. 9° high stuffed elephant. /t's Greek to Me. .. 
. 6 high stuffed elephant. /t's Greek to Me. 
. Beach towel 

500 piece jigsaw puzzle of the campus. Approx. puzz 
. Adult suspenders 
Child's suspenders available (NOt SHOWN) ..........cccccccscssesesesesessevesesesvevevens 


PHOTO 8 
All items gold plated brass with big “A/Alabama logo 
REI soa Nie incense naennmende eacaccsscaisgeumencttncaasceamnicactentl $12.50 
Stick Pin .............. Sa ae $12.50 
Letter Opener....... Fee Pee eee oneness eerrrera reverence errr Teel $17.95 
Tie Tack .... 
Lapel Pin... 
Charm.......... 
Pierced Earrings .. 
Pull apart Key Ring. 
Chain with Pendant. 


OZSEBCPrFASTIO™MIADS 


U00NNDY 


e-rtamm 


= Carriage. Gold plated brass. |= = Napoleon. Gold plated brass. 

* Arcade. Gold plated brass, * Monte Carlo, Solid brass. 

* Arch. Gold plated brass. 

Mert’s-& Cadies Watanes :..::::cs:cccsccspsessasstespssosseeuseasesseuesocdovorveacuae! each $74.95 
Case is gold plated brass; face is 23 kt. brass gold plated; 

leather strap, 2 year warranty, water resistant. 


resets 9 
A, White color block, 100% cotton T-shirt, Mid West Graphics. 

Web, Resa tpusah:! $11.95 bs) 4 PP aatberecsceeeesrervertrtesceet $13.95 
B. Crimson T-shirt of 100% cotton with big ROLL TIDE ROLL screened on front. 

50% cotton, 50% polyester. Jostens. 

| Fy) Serene yo. | OX, SHAR ss secessccseccssesesascsssnssead $15.95 
C. Crimson with white splatters. 100% cotton. Jostens, M, L, XL -......-.-.---- $11.95 
D. Grimson 100% cotton shorts with side pockets and draw string. 

Logo on left leg. Jostens. 

BNE od tekasesessssssrsverciisis $15.95 V4 OW. 2 A. |, Pee: aaa] $19.95 
E. Heather gray shorts of 100% cotton with side pockets and draw string 

in waist, Alabama Athletics on left leg. Longer length. Soffe. L, XL......... $14.95 
F. White 100% cotton shorts with side pockets and draw string in waist, 


Logo on left leg. Jostens. S, My L, Xb ccc teeeeseescesseesseeeneecesasanrnsans $15.95 
PHOTO 10 
A. Large grosgrain hair bow. Divine Creations. ......... 
B. Shoe laces 
C. Men's leather tri-fold wallet in black with embossed A’ with elephant 
OT Pr: FCO: 555 sssaeecnscnessessanaacaaaznonevnesnd2303)24a3a090 
D. Mascot Key Ring. 
E. Men's brown leather id wallet with 
imprinted in the leather. RICO... essessccsessessessessensessnnnpyannepeseaaeanensenans 
F. Musical Key Chains. Sound Around. 
G. Tatoos. Four to a pack. .. ee 
H. 6 pc. pewter Wind Chimes, ” with elephant. ‘Garson le skiccclscetanamnemppasenbon $16.95 


[Vinyl LD. Holder. frprinted Product .........cccccsessessesssvesserenseressscenseeenescens $2.95 
J. Leather |.D. Holder with Alabama seal. Mundi.. $9.95 
K. Musical button, Sound Around. ...................-+ $5.95 
TF BRAG GDR OR sass seve vescmcaghtvcccssiseescnapeyiaceeeevenveods $2.50 
M. Alabama Birth Announcements, 12 pack, UPWOFG, .......cccssesseeesersees $8.95 
N. Ladies black leather checkbook wallet with Alabama seal imprinted 

OCT DORON OE MU: 555, .ecccasseceres sassssas0vesso noon ners nvewressy nr $22.95 
QO. Brass Key Chain. Secur-a-Key. ........... 
P. Gold plated solid brass Alumni Lapel Pin... ccc ccc taeensteereneees $3.95 
Q. Stickettes. 24 per sheet ... ..per sheet $1.50 
R. Brown leather checkbook cover with logo imprinted on front. ‘Rico. . ...$22.00 
S. Wooden pencils. red or white each -35¢ 
T. Logo pen. with metal Clip...ccsssseissscsssvvsonvesccsssssisdososvonsssnvaddiccersstovnernrnensssensy $1.49 
U2 Ball ol tit GUC PEt x, ..crereeccevevececccecucneevevexuceeceuneuenva qr reseentessesessesceeeegyppeannnnccusene 59¢ 
Wi Bal OU SHC PGT cscs tasns sss sscasians scape ansascacscaccecccccacacnscqeceserescccececasuesseseedauge 49¢ 
W. Small grosgrain hair bow, Divine Creations. pcaveceussvucusvedcoetemeennchsciseeessantcd $6.95 
PHOTO 11 
A. Child's. Snoopy leaning on a football helmet. 100% cotton, Jostens. 

§,M,L .. $9.95 
B. Micro stripe University ‘seal with ‘putt Crimson Tide. 75% cotton. “Tri-Lakes. 

Dee as asansespppnanaanaces $14.95 MM Le sstsastacssssssczesssarssasescas $17.95 
C. Child's with starburst design. 100% cotton. Jostens. SM, bo... $9.95 
D. A different look using a fashion color. 100% cotton. L, XL... $19.95 
E. Child's gray baseball shirt. S, M, L .. $22.95 
F. Front design UB where UB. Back design ‘shown, 100% cotton. Jostens. 

M,L, XL i 
GE BOF ace eccccccsccscecsossssnsvsnsnepppbobubbbpbObebbebibs fedssdfpdebboehbSOSRALAaA ..#ach $1.29 
PHOTO 12 
A. Made of 100% cotton, pre-shrunk material with a busy front design. Tri Lakes. 

CO Xbe ee SIO9G XXL we GIAGE XXXL cscs $16.95 
B. Wrap design. Shows back design, front has Bama on tail. 100% cotton, 

Tri Lakes. Hs li scapceesvngisora! STWR 2K a snrrevceccceerthe $18.95 
C. Crimson T-shirt with gray sketched elephant design. 100% cotton. Champion. 

Ps wecccvesssaisctrtrerees ese ie crea tes acer acson ater ts anapateciig ease easconsenh $16.95 
D. Athletic cut shorts with Alabama on left leg. Soffe. S,M,L,XL ccs $9.95 
E. Light heather gray shorts with side pockets, draw string in waist, 

lenge longi ttt, SOfae as RD ssssssseseussevreicnceccassectecccevicenowtnccecerereeetiveceestded $14.95 
Not shown: 

White golf shirt, 65% cotton, 35% polyester with 2 buttons, soft collar 

with Bama on lett chest. La Mode. M, L, XL 

MEH Kaiya cs vavcuuacctonsgudpocdacadccasacedecastedssccadscsssasscsssaccdacddaasgsassccssapateatiod 
PHOTO 13 
A, Crimson cotton twill cap with gray bill. Logo's on 3 sides. ......................$13.95 
B. Natural cotton twill cap with crimson bill. Logo's on 3 sides, .....:.000.0000... $12.95 
C. Not Available 
D. White cotton twill with crimson bill. U of A bar designs. Game............... $11.95 
E. White cotton twill cap with braid, embroidered elephant leaning on A....... $8.95 
F, Gray cotton with black bill with UA design. Wellington. .. seccesensrseses $9299 
G. White cotton fitted cap. Available in sizes 6 1/2 to 7 3/4. Sam Sen a coaazaka $14. 95 
H. Black cotton with crimson lettering and white bars. 

Available in white. WeIINQtON. .....ccccccceccseseseneeteneneisecsisensseesssnerssieneseeen $9.95 
1. Crimson fitted cap with white embroidered A. Pro Line. 

Available in sizes 6 1/2 to 7 3/4. .... 
J. Crimson cotton National Championship cap. 

Also available in White. GaM@ o...cccccceeccereretersisserisecsenussieesseresienens $12.95 
K. Natural color heavy cotton with crimson bill. 

Embroidered script Alabama. [Pact ..-ccccccccesseereereeerssseseeeeverseeseerseerersees $11.95 
L. Taupe cotton with crimson bill & embroidered design, Game. ...........0.. $12.95 
M. Back by popular demand, crimson cotton bar design. 

Also available in white and crimSOn WOO!. GaMM@. ...cccccccecseeserereeereeneeeee $11.95 

Crimson wool $16.95 
N. White pinstripe cotton with crimson bill with circle design. /mpact. ....... $10.95 
PHOTO 14 
A, Black metal tag with gold arched Alabama and seal. 

Also available with silver writing 
B. Crimson metal tag With Dig "A'S 00.00.0200... cece ccc ces tececeeeeeeeeeeeensescecuscees 


BOOK STORE 


1015 University Blvd. Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
For your convenience, we accept Visa, Mastercard, American Express, 
Discover, checks or phone orders, Please add 8% sales tax if Alabama 
resident, no tax for out-of-state resident, All deliveries are shipped by UPS, 
so please provide a shipping address rather than P.O. Box. Sorry, No COD's 


(J Visa (J Mastercard Credit Card # 


(J American Express J Discover Expiration Date 


. Metal U of A bar and seal design. Available in crimson or white 
. Pewter tag with the seal on left with University of Alabama....... 
. White metal tag with "A’s 4 
. Gray metal tag with Alabama Crimson Tide in crimson outlined in white. $2. 95 


. Pewter tag, A’ with elephant stepping thru University of Alabama... 
, Black & gold hard plastic tag with the Alabama seal on left and 


. White metal tag with Alabama Crimson Tide 


. Metal Alumni tag with the Seal. .,....c.csssesessesesssessesesssnnssssrssssieessssareanessens $2.95 
. Crimson & gold hard plastic tag with the Alabama seal on left and 


University of Alabama. Also available in Crimson & SiUVEP 0. cceeeeee $4.95 


Metal tag in Crimson with UA bar design. 
Available in white with crimson letters. ..............---...-.-.seceseseseneseernerseeeenene 


University of Alabama. Available in Black & Silver,,..........20ccccceseseeeeeeeeee 


PHOTO 15 


. University of Alabama car shade. Auto SAad. .....csessseererree 
» Metal tag frame... cssesseesrseseseccessereserees 
PULTE PSA 1G TAINO. .c..evevecorerersnnnctercnsseeranisctiatrremazannncssccceecees 
. Metal grille ornament for cars, vans and trucks. University of Al seal.. 
, Car flag 

. 35 mm, 24 exposures disposable camer. 


. Car magnet 


3 WMINGSOGK = SOON sisssssssssesscasssnassssapcersusngeengeagsneoryssessevssdzassservadssstszeeee $12.95 
. Universal fit tire cover. Fits rims up to 16" Heavy gauge vinyl, 


elastic tie down for easy fit. Water resistant. Fremont Die. oo... $29.95 


Assortment sheet of 10 different decals. 


PHOTO 16 


A, 


. One piece infant outfit. Snap crotch, Newborn to 13 Ibs. =. Upword 
. Infant training pants. 2T, 37, 4T Bobby Edwards... siithayationneqetttede 
+ Drefant B1b;. BOBBY BO WARIS, 55 535525:0scssieresnsccsacsusecovnycesesresscapyverredssssid30I0900004 
. Infant booties, crimson with white heels and toes. 


. Youth gray sweat shirt of 63% cotton, 36% polyester, 


3 piece infant outfit of 100% cotton, Includes shirt, pants & socks. 
Chestnut Hill. 12 MO., 18 MO, 24 MO. .....cseseeecesesesesessesesseseseaeeeeereees $16.95 


. Gray T-shirt: Grandma's Little Crimson Pride. 50% cotton, 50% polyester. 


Also available: Grandpa's Little Crimson Pride. 
12 mo., 2, 3, 4, 5/6, 7 Upword. .. 


Available white with crimson. Top Sox. 


. Youth crimson sweat shirt of 50% cotton, 50% polyester. 


Jostens. S, M, L 


RST ATIS Sy WAL 5 ccssgaveaouguenstnrsiriatat visit vvassstarsavvia saat idle tibaeanosasncasaganieecy $15. 95 
Youth V-neck shirt with layered sleeves,100% cotton Jostens. S, M, L...§17.95 


PHOTO 17 


A.T_ Cross pens bear the insignia of the University of Alabama, The emblems are 
die-cast with crimson enamel, Lifetime mechanical guarantee from Cross. 

Pen & Pencil Set Pen Only Ladies Set 
Crimson Matte Crimson Matte......$26.50 Crimson Matte.....,.$53,00 
Chrome..............2. Chrome.......... ..$18.50 Chrome.................$36. 
Gray Matte............ Gray Matte. ...$23.00 Gray Matte. 

Black Matte........... Black Matte...........$26.50 Black Matte 
10K Gold Filled 10K Gold Filled .....$39.00 10K Gold Filled ___. $78. 00 
Rolling Ball 
Crimson Matte......$41.50 
Chrome.................$30.00 


Name 
Address 
State 


10K Gold Filled 


10K Gold Filled $104.00 


University of Alabama Engraved University of Alabama Engraved 
Pen & Pencil Set Pen Only 
Crimson Matte.............0006 $51.00 Crimson Matte... $25.50 
Gray Matte... ‘ 
Black Matte 


Fed Cuil Dall POL DAN e eccvigenvennamarnsennarraensvenvannprestvecesaats 
Quill pen desk model. 


City 


Zip Home Phone Work Phone 


Photo/Letter 


TOLL 
FREE 


1-800-382-2665 


“Prices & Availability are subject to change 


Total Merchandise 
Sales Tax 
Postage 


GRAND TOTAL 


John Walters plays primarily at the Mike Linebacker position, meaning against the 


strong side of the opposing offense. 


a ee ie See Sie Da dee ie 
y. We've got three guys who can do it. 
In fact, I think we've got eight guys who 
can play inside linebacker, but we're prob- 
pt going to work with three—-Mike, Mario 
and me-and try to get the experience and 
get better.” 

“I don't think of it as a battle,” Walters 
said of the competition he has with Morris 
for starting Mike Linebacker. “Mike is in 
his spot and Mario and | are kind of com- 
peting for a spot. One of us is going to 
start the game, but each one of ( pd 
of) us is going to get two-thirds of the 
snaps. Mario and I are good friends and 
we leave the competition on the field. In 
fact, | kind of enjoy it because | think it 
makes better.” 


us er. 

He said he thinks the depth at inside 
linebacker is a strength of the team, and 
will be for at least another year since there 
are no seniors in the corps. 

Walters said one thing he and his team- 
mates need to guard against is complacen- 
cy. “I've never lost a game here and a lot 
of guys here have never lost a game here,” 
he said. “And we've got a lot more who 
have only aoe peters ayer When 
you never , you to against 
winning becoming less special. We don't 


20 


Barry Fikes Photo 


want to have to lose a game to get the in- 
tensity up.” 

Walters’ goal this year is an obvious one, 
for Alabama to repeat as national champi- 
on. “That was really exciting last year,” he 
said. “When I got here last fall, most of the 
guys thought we were a year or two away 

‘om that. And you can look back and see 
where maybe we had some luck to win it 


last er 
falters, who spent the first part of the 

summer in Dallas before returning to work 
out and go to school in July, said a fre- 
quent question from his friends in Texas 
was what Alabama could do to top 1992. 
“| told them, ‘Win another one,’” he said. 

“I know it’s a cliche, but we've got to 
play them one at a time. Every time you 
win a game it puts you one game closer to 
the championship. And if you lose a game, 
things are screwed up. So that’s what we 
have to concentrate on.” 


alters said the difference between a 

freshman season and a sophomore 
season is experience. “I’m still in the pro- 
cess of getting true playing experience, but 
after being around those guys last year, 
being on the field, on the sidelines, at the 
meetings, and going through a spring is a 


big difference. Last bia Coach (Jeff) 
Rouzie was concerned with winning the 
ame, having Derrick (Oden) and Mike 
ichael Rogers) and Mario (Morris) ready 
to play. He couldn't concentrate on im- 
proving my skills. But during the spring 
Sod shia dad bse got to work with me a lot, 
working on things he couldn’t work on 
with me last fall. There’s a lot of room for 
improvement, but there have been a lot of 
changes for the better.” 
ith Alabama Head Coach Gene 
Stallings complaining about Crimson Tide 
tackling in the early part of this season, it 
would seem that the primary area in which 
Bama linebackers would be seeking to im- 
prove is in that skill. Walters doesn't deny 
that. “We do need to work on our tackling, 
for sure,” Walters said. “But there are 
other things, the basics. We have to work 
on our steps. And the main thing we have 
to work on is our eyes. If you see where to 
© and go there, you can make the play. 
‘ou can be in the perfect football position, 
but if you aren't in the right place you 
aren't going to make the ag 8 

By working on his eyes, Walters means 
not just seeing what the opponent is 
doing, but also understanding it, the so- 
called “reads” a football team is constantly 
learning. Quarterbacks have to learn to 
read the secondary, while linebackers have 
to learn to read the blocks of the linemen, 
the flow of the backs, and the quarterback. 

Rouzie said, “John works hard every day 
and he’s going to be a good football play- 
er. He needs experience and repetitions. 
He’s made a lot of progress since he’s 
been here, and as young as he is he should 
make a lot more improvement. And we 
need him and all of our linebackers to do 
that. We need to come along quickly.” 

Stallings said, “He’s a tough kid who has 
the right kind of attitude to be a good foot- 
ball sr I thought he could help us im- 
mediately when we recruited him, and he 
did. Now he’s got a chance to be one of 
our top players at inside linebacker.” 

It is attention to the fundamentals that 
has made Alabama's defense, Walters said. 
“Everyone thinks we've got a real compli- 
cated defense,” Walters said. “Sometimes 
we get a little complex, but primarily it is a 
matter of doing the basics as well as possi- 
ble. It’s sort of like anything else: before 

can handle the complicated things, you 
ca to be able to handle the fundamentals. 

“During the season we get caught up in 
preparing for South Carolina or whoever 
the next opponent is,” he said. “Then 
Sake ils While ou hiaae i> look at occireek 
and remind self to get back to basics.” 

Walters, 6-2, 235, is not likely to ask for 
time off from spring football training to try 
out with Bama’s track team. He laughs be- 
fore revealing his 40-yard dash time. 
“Probably around in the 4.8 range,” he 
said. “I've always said if I have to run 40 
yards to catch someone I’m in trouble, be- 
cause I've already been beat. I need to try 
to get quicker.” 


"Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide/OCTOBER '93 


Because he played as a freshman, 
Walters avoided the ience of being a 
scout team player, and that was piokionks 
an advantage. Although, as he said, he 
didn’t get a great deal of attention as a 
linebacker as a backup man last year, 
got more than a scout team pla 

e scout team, made up primari 
freshmen who are being redshirted and 
walk-ons, is traditionally a place where bad 
ae rather than good habits are formu- 


bho is something of a myth regarding 

Walters peeling gran Ayrdaa — 
recruiting process. st tt 
made the rounds is that the Walters fami 
and the Stallings family were close frien 
when Stallings was an assistant coach with 
the Dallas Cowboys. Nope. 

“His daughters did go to the high school 
where | went and | think my mom may 
have talked to Mrs. Stallings at a junior 
high school dance, but that was about it,” 

alters said. “The only other connection 
is that when the Stallings left Dallas, one 
of my friends moved into their house. It 
was in the same neighborhood. But that’s 
all there was to that. 

Walters had never been able to make it 
to an Alabama game from his home in 
Dallas. “It was just too far to come during 
football season after we played on Friday 
nights,” Walters said. He and his father 
were going to try to make it to one game 
in 1991, John’s senior year in high 
school, but because the game was in 
Birmingham, Alabama couldn't provide 
prospect tickets for them. 

“l watched Alabama on television a lot,” 
he said. But he wasn’t necessarily an 

bama fan. 

“Both my parents went to North Texas, 
which is a nice size school but it isn’t a 
school with a football program that kids 
ie ons to spent ge ruil ne said. “I 
i joever was . When I got to ju- 
sion high became a Texas AGM ton be 
cause one of my friends’ dad was a big 
Aggie. But I was kind of indifferent. If they 
lost, | wasn’t heart-broken. 

“When I was being recruited, I was real 
wide open. | took a look at everybody real 
seriously. A lot of the guys I was recruited 
with just wanted to be offered by Alabama. 
And when | had finished rong = every- 
one, | liked Alabama most. Coach Stallings 
and the tradition and the way they play 
ball here. And everyone wants to win. 
Alabama had it all.” 

Even though the Walters and Stallings 
families were not close in Dallas, “We cer- 
tainly knew about Coach Stallings and 
what a classy guy he is,” Walters said. “I 
don’t think any kid being recruited by 
Alabama would say that the head coach is 
a reason NOT to come here. He’s a main 
reason TO come here.” 

Walters, who was an all-state performer 
at Lake Highlands High School, picked 
Bama over Texas A&M, Colorado and 
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Baylor, where his brother had gone to 
school (but not as a football player). 

When Alabama got John Walters, the 
Tide also picked up loyal fans in his par- 
ents, James and Sharon. “People ask me 
if | ever get homesick and I tell them I see 
en every weekend,” Walters said. 
“They don’t miss a game. My father told 
me he had spent all that money to send 
my brother to Baylor and didn’t have any 
fun and now he's spending all that money 
to go to all our games and he’s having 


“Everybody’s 
talking about 
TALK OF 


THE TIDE” 


the new book by John Forney and Steve Townsend 


more fun than he’s ever had.” 

Walters said that fing to his freshman 
ear, his parents talked about coming to 
‘an Day, the Sunday afternoon prior to 

the start of the season when Bama players 
and coaches are available for autographs 
and photographs. “I told them not to 
come because | didn’t think there would be 
much to it,” he said. “Then when I saw 
how big it was, | told them they had to 
come this year. They had a blast. They 
love Alabama football.” 


The Tide tradition comes to life in this first- ff 
ever oral history of Alabama football, containing _ jf] 
over 100 interviews with players and coaches _ ff 


going back to 1920! 
IT’S ALL HERE - the players, the plays, the 
coaches, the memories, the legends. As told by: 


Alabama Coach Gene Stallings, Lee Roy Jordan, 1] 


Derrick Thomas, Wes and Billy Neighbors, 
Cornelius Bennett, Bart Starr, Bob 


Baumhower, Kenny Stabler, Ozzie Newsome, iphs Hard, 
my 


—all the greats. 


There’s 
never been a 
Tide book 
Cover Boo like this! 
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INCLUDES DOZENS OF HISTORICAL PHOTOS 
To Order Your Copy of Talk of the Tide 


Please send me copies of TALK OF THE TIDE at $24.95 per copy + $3 s&h 
(Ala. residents add $1.75 sales tax). 


Name 
Address 
City 


State____ Zip 


(If no street address is available for UPS delivery, please add $2 to your shipping and handling charge to ensure parcel post delivery.) 


O Check or money order enclosed, payable to Crane Hill Publishers 


(J MasterCard 4 VISA account # 


expiration date 


authorized signature 


mail to: CRANE HILL PUBLISHERS 2923 Crescent Ave. Birmingham, AL 35209 


Meet John Forney and Tide players in person! 


Birmingham, AL - LITTLE PROFESSOR - Sept. 26 
Huntsville, AL - BOOKS-A-MILLION — Oct. 3 

Oxford, AL - BOOKLAND - Oct. 9 

B'ham, AL - BOOKS-A-MILLION (Eastwood) - Oct, 17 


Montgomery, AL - BOOKLAND ~ Oct.24 

Huntsville, AL-SHAVER’S BOOKSTORE — Nov. 12 - 14 
Gadsden, AL - SPORTSMANIA — Nov. 27 

Mobile, AL - BOOKS-A-MILLION — Dee. 10 


Marcell West: 


Playing Time Doesn’t Come Easy 


heats 


seat 


Marcell West has his eye on a big future 
as a wide receiver for the Crimson Tide. 
He was frustrated at times in a redshirt 
season last year as he made the transi- 
tion from high school quarterback to col- 


lege flanker. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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by Rush Garner 


Tide speedster working 
hard to be a top receiver 


en he looked over his shoulder into 
the blue sky, he saw it rising. Like a 
daredevil shot out of a cannon, the oblong 
silhoutte exploded across the horizon, as- 
cending majestically before reaching its 
zenith. That’s when he knew he had a 
shot. From the moment it left the quarter- 
back’s hand, he had made an appointment 
with the ball. But this wasn’t just any ap- 
pointment. There would be no waiting 
room to lounge in if he was a few mo- 
ments early and no chance for reschedul- 
ing if he was as much as a second late. 
This was a pass/fail assignment that could 
only be passed by meeting that ball at the 
exact same place at precisely the same 
moment. 

Now know what Alabama wide re- 
ceiver Marcell West goes through every 
time the ball goes into the air. Just think if 
everything in our lives was on such a de- 
manding schedule, how many of us could 


be so punctual. 

At Ori. 180, West has decent size for a 
wide receiver. But make no mistake about 
it: his reputation is not based on his height 
and weight. It is based on blazing speed, a 
4.3-second 4 d dash time. This by it- 
self isn’t enough to get the job done, be- 
cause a wide receiver just running swiftly 
downfield doesn’t count unless the football 
is in his hands. Don’t get the wrong idea; 
football coaches the world around would 
concur that a good football team must 
have speed at the skill positions. But speed 
alone will not make the difference. 

Anyone who has followed football close- 
ly has seen the failed experiments of trying 
to turn track stars into football stars. In the 
early 1980s, the San Francisco 49ers of 
the National Football League tried to con- 
vert Renaldo Nehemiah, a world record- 
holder in the 100-meter hurdles, into a 
game-breaking threat wideout. As it turned 
out, that was all he was: a threat. Alabama 
has had its share of one-dimensional speed 
demons. Anyone who remembers Pierre 
Goode can attest to that. Here was anoth- 
er sub-4.4 guy who was a blur streaking 
down the sidelines and who holds the 
Alabama record for the longest pass recep- 
tion in history (a 90-yarder against 
peste but who rarely got the foot- 


That is not to say that all track men lack 
the intestinal fortitude and/or pass-catching 
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Clear Across America 
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Northport, AL 35476 
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Stadium Bench @$149.95 $ 
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Allow 2 to 4 weeks for delivery 
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MAIL TO 
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5860 MOCKINGBIRD LANE OR CALL (205)680-0030 ALABAMA SEATS OF CHAMPIONS 
PINSON, AL 35126 OR 1-800-733-2257 Please have credit card ready when calling. 
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skills to add football to their repertoire. In 

1980, after finishing his track career at 

, James Mallard gave the Tide offense 

an assist as a split end. But it’s obvious that 

i de with a bunch of guys in 

tight shorts is different than going across 
the middle into strong safety land. 

“There's no doubt that Marcell has the 
physical tools to be a great ball player, but 
you're talking about a guy who played 
quarterback in high school and it has been 
a tough transition going from throwing the 
ball to running precise routes and jak 
hte rea Alabama Receivers Coac 

loody rvey said. 

That wasn’t the only transition West has 
had to make. After his sophomore and ju- 
nior years at Niceville (Florida) High 

ool, West was r. number two in 
the state in track, and before his senior 


1992 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
COACH GENE STALLINGS 
(Unlimited Supply — $20.00) 


This 14" x 18” size print is best described as electric. The excitement of being there 
was unbelievable. This print gives you a feeling of being there. The crowd, the noise, 
the feelings you got from pounding the undefeated team of the decade and winning 
the National Championship. It was too sweet! Coach Gene Stallings has led us back. 


ROLL TIDE. 


1992 National Championship — $20.00 
His Finest Hour ‘315’ — $72.00 
Shipping & Handling 


TOTAL AMOUNT 
All Taxes Are Included. 


s.c.cbidBucts 


P.O. BOX 321007 
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35232 
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season was number one. In talent-rich 
Florida, that is an achievement. 

But something always drew West back to 
football. “I was always an avid runner, but 
when football season came around | would 
always go out for the team,” West said. “It 
took a lot away from my running because | 
had to spend so much time practicing foot- 
ball. During the nape I would run hard, 
but then by the end of summer I was back 
playing football and it always seemed like 

overla Rs 

ince he was unable to devote full atten- 
tion to either sport, both may have suf- 
fered. His times in the 100-meter dash 
were fluctuating, and for someone used to 
being in the upper echelon of prep track, 
this was disappointing to him. As a sopho- 
more he had run the third fastest time in 
the nation, a 10.59 clocking. 


Althoxsh West has yet to see extensive 
ction in Alabama football games, he 
doesn't let that dissuade his intensity in 
practice. 

“Marcell has shown a great work ethic,” 
McCorvey said. “He has worked hard on 
the basics: catching the ball, reading cover- 
ages and adjusting his routes.” 

West's career began when he was red- 
shirted as a freshman during the 1992 na- 
tional championship season. “It was frus- 
trating watching everybody having such a 

ood time while I was just sitting there,” 
West said. “Although I always enjoyed 
working out with the guys in practice, | 
yong to get in games and show what | 


West had about as tough a job as any re- 
ceiver in the nation last year, Monday 
through Friday. Those were practice days 


“HIS FINEST HOUR” 315 


COACH PAUL “BEAR” BRYANT 
(Only 900 Available — $72.00) 


THE SET OF THE CENTURY — MAY ORDER INDIVIDUALLY OR AS A SET — ONLY 900 SETS ARE AVAILABLE 


Larry Bishop's 18” x 24” oil painting, signed and numbered, is limited to 1,315 prints. Larry 
has captured Coach Bryant's actual reaction when becoming college football's all-time 
winning coach. This painting is on display at the Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant Museum in 
Tuscaloosa, AL, The Alabama Sports Hall of Fame in Birmingham, AL and the National 


College Football Hall of Fame at Kings Island, OH. 
MUST LIST STREET ADDRESS FOR DELIVERY 
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STTE____ ZIP 
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O Check O Money Order CMasterCard O VISA O AmericanExpress Exp. Date 
Credit Card #. 
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and he had to go against the likes of 
George Teague, Antonio Langham and 
Sam for a couple of hours each day. 

Another of those defensive backs 
Marcell practiced against each day was a 
particularly familiar face. Tommy Johnson 
was West's teammate at Niceville, and 
they were on the same side of the football. 
While West was the quarterback, his fa- 
vorite target was Johnson, a wide receiver 
in high school. “I could throw the ball 
up, and I knew that if T.P. didn’t catch it, 
nobody else would,” West said. “It did a lot 
for my confidence to know I had someone 
with his kind of ability out there.” West 
was more than just adequate as a quarter- 
back. He passed for 1,333 yards and 18 
touchdowns and ran for another 450 
yards and eight scores. 

McCorvey said, “We have what we feel 
like is one of the deepest and most talent- 
ed secondaries in the country and when 
our receivers have to go up against the 
quality of some of our defensive backs day- 
in and day-out, they are going to gain valu- 
able experience in learning how to get 
open and otherwise make plays.” 

West has had his share of bothersome in- 
juries as well. He was making excellent 


ment as a receiver, frequently drawing 
Eo from Head Coach Gene Stallings. 
just when it seemed he had nailed down 

a spot in the regular rotation, he sustained a 
in injury, which dropped him down the 
lepth chart. He has also battled his way 
through ones ring problems, which have 

m the past two years. 

While 1992 was nothing but practice for 
West, this year he is a member of the trav- 
el squad and seeing game action. West ad- 
mits to being a little nervous before his first 
play in a game at Alabama, this year's 
opener against Tulane. “It seemed like it 


took forever for the ball to be snapped, 
and that was the worst part,” he said. 
“Once the ball is snapped, everything hap- 
eg so fast there is no time for emotion. 

‘ou know what your assignment is and 
you do it.” 

West was the target of a Brian Burgdorf 
pass in that opener against Tulane. The 


lay was a quick one, Burgdorf stepping 
k twice, han rifling the to West in 
the flat. It took only a second or two. But, 
said West, “It seemed like the ball was in 
the air for an hour.” And, unfortunately, 
the pass was high, sailing over the out- 
stretched fingertips of West. 
Better days almost certainly lie ahead. 
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Alabama’s National 
Championship Season 
by Ray Melick 


* Alabama’s first national 
championship in more 
than a dozen years 


* Profiles of Crimson Tide 
players and coaches 


® A look forward at the 93 
Tide 


* Hardcover — 8-page photo 
insert — $19.95 


Available in Alabama 
bookstores 
or call (800) 327-5557 


Going Places 


Travel Agency, Inc. 


Going Places Travel is now accepting deposits for 
SEC Championship and Sugar Bowl football game 


packages. Should the Tide not participate in these 
games, your deposit will be refunded, or, if you 
desire, credited to the bowl game package in 
which the Tide plays. Space is limited, so reserve 
your spot today! 


1824 Red Oak Place » Birmingham, AL 35244 
(205) 424-9694 * 1-800-239-2072 
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Show your Alabama support every minute 
| by wearing 


THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP WATCH 
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Football Prospects: 


A Big 
by Chass Horton 


Here is a look at some 
of the best prep linemen, 
linebackers in Alabama 


t is no secret that football success runs 

in cycles, that every program has its up 
times and its down times. Almost without 
fail, a team enjoying success on the foot- 
ball field will have more than its share of 
the big men, lineman and linebackers, the 
men who do the dirty work in the trench- 
es. Early indications are that college 
teams successfully recruiting the big men 
from Alabama high schools this year are 
in for good times in the future, because it 
looks like a bountiful crop. 

It is difficult to know how many linemen 
and linebackers Alabama will be trying to 
recruit this year. Even though a couple of 
defensive linemen and a half dozen offen- 
sive linemen are seniors, the Crimson 
Tide seems to have a good stockpile of 
big men. Nevertheless, any team failing to 
add to its stock risks depletion faster than 
can be imagined. It is not difficult to know 
whether Bama will concentrate its recruit- 
ing efforts on Alabama high school foot- 
ball players. Even though the Tide has a 
national reputation, the best Bama teams 
have historically been built with native 
sons. It is a tribute to the high school 
coaches and supporters of high school 
football in Alabama that a relatively low 
population state can consistently turn out 
so many fine players. 

As we have noted before, the following 
is not necessarily the players being re- 
cruited by Alabama. It is a compilation of 
the best-known high school players based 
on reports in newspapers and in some re- 
cruiting publications. Alabama undoubted- 
ly is recruiting some of these young men, 
but there is also the very real possibility 
that a player not yet recognized by the 
newspapers and recruiting publications is 
known to Crimson Tide scouts. And there 
is also the likelihood that some players 
rated very high as prospects by publica- 
tions are not considered prospects by col- 
lege coaches. Some who are prospects 
now may not be prospects on February 2, 
when colleges may begin signing players 
to scholarships. Injuries, performance and 
academic success all play a role in every 

layer’s chance to play at the next level. 

inally, it is early in the season, and it 
could be that a late-bloomer or two is out 
there, a player not yet known to the re- 
cruiting gurus or to the college scouts. 


Chris Hood 
In later issues we will examine the cre- 
dentials of the skill position players in 
Alabama, as well as top preppers from 
others states. These are considered the 
to at and are listed in alphabeti- 
order: 


Sick: Deramus is a 6-0, 260-pound 
defensive line prospect from Marion 
County High School. The Tuscaloosa 
News ranked him among the state’s top 
32 high school prospects. Deramus, who 
plays for Coach Doug Goodwin, is report- 
ed as considering several Southeastern 
Conference schools as well as Penn State. 

Chris Edwards of Jess Lanier High 
School in Bessemer is one of the top 
linebacker prospects. Edwards is 6-3 and 
weights 230 and started as a junior at 
both tight end and linebacker for Coach 
Carrol Cox. His quickness (a 4.6 time in 
the 40-yard dash) is a prime attribute, one 
reason he turned in ig sacks last year. He 
was ranked the state’s 10th best prospect 
by the Birmingham Post-Herald. He has 
qualified academically and is considering 
Alabama, Florida State, Tennessee, 
Nebraska and Florida. 

Matt Harrison is a 6-5, 260-pound cen- 
ter from Dadeville. Harrison, who runs a 
4.9 40 and benches 385 pounds, also 
sees some action on the defensive line for 
Coach Phillip Baker. He has qualified aca- 
demically and is considering Alabama, 
Auburn, Michigan, Notre Dame and Penn 
State. He is generally regarded as one of 
the top 25 players in Alabama. 

Chris Hood of Hazlewood is among the 
latest top prospects from a school that 
has produced many big-time college foot- 
ball players, particularly for Alabama. 
Hood, who is one of three top prospects 
for Coach Rickey Johnson this year (the 
others are quarterback Steven Harris and 
tailback Montoya Madden), is 6-3, 240. 
He led Hazlewood in tackles last year and 
has been a starter since ninth grade. He 
was all-state as a junior and is a unani- 
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Sage Spree 


Year For Big Men 


Patrick Stiles 


mous selection on top ten prospects lists 
in Alabama. He has not yet qualified aca- 
demically. Hood is considering Alabama, 
Mississippi State, Florida State, Florida 
and Washington. 

Eddie Hunter is a 6-3, 210-pound line- 
man at LeFlore High School in Mobile 
who is expected to be a tight end, defen- 
sive end or linebacker in college. He plays 
for Coach Stanley Conner. 

Marcus Hunter is a 6-2, 240-pound 
linebacker and defensive end for Coach 
Eddie Tyler at Daphne High School. 
Hunter, who runs a sub-5.0 40 and 
benches 320, has good quickness. He has 
also lettered in basketball. He is a solid 
student and is considering Alabama, FSU, 
Auburn, Georgia Tech and Florida. 

Cliff Jackson, a 6-2, 218-pound 
linebacker for Coach Lee Gilliland at 
Lanett, is rated sie the top ten players 
in Alabama by the Birmingham News. 
He reportedly runs a 4.5 40 and he also 
has a high grade point average and is aca- 
demically eligible. He is considering 
Alabama, Auburn, Florida State, Miami 
and Southern Miss. 

Charles Johnson is one of a handful of 
top prospects for Coach Buzz Busby at 
Tuscaloosa Central. Johnson is a 6-4, 
240-pound tight end who was named to 
The Riuscaloons News Sweet 16. He runs 
the 40 in 4.9 and benches 235. As a ju- 
nior he graded 75 per cent in blocking ef- 
ficiency. He has also lettered in basketball 
the past two years. He is considering 
LSU, Missouri, Jackson State and 
Southern Cal. 

Most newspapers and recruiting services 
consider Eric Kerley of Birmingham Berry 
to be the top defensive line prospect in 
Alabama. He is a 6-1, 295-pound nose 
tackle for Coach Bob Finley. He is on 
every top ten list in Alabama and also 
ranks among the nation’s top prospects at 
his position. He also plays tight end in 
goalline situations. He runs a 4.9 40 and 
bench presses over 400 pounds. He is a 
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Geoff Wilson 


good student and has been linked to 
Alabama, Auburn, FSU, Georgia and 
Tennessee. 


Dan Witherspoon 


It seems to be a good year for tight 
ends in Alabama. One of the top ones is 
Jimmy Moore, a 6-4, 225-pounder who 
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Two walicoverings are available, the COMPANION GRID pattern offered in CRIMSON on white 
background and the BAMA MINI-PRINT. Both have a width of 26", pre-trimmed, NOT pre-pasted 
and SOLD BY THE SINGLE ROLL (32.5 Square Feet per Single Roll). 


This SPECIAL BORDER Is seven Inches In height pre-trimmed, NOT pre-pasted and SOLD BY 
THE SPOOL (15 linear feet per spool), 


This DECORATIVE FABRIC Is printed on top quality heavy base goods with a 52° width. The 
material is SOLD BY THE LINEAR YARD. This is a companion to the wallcovering mini-prirt and 
is excellent for tablecloth, drapes, pillows, upholstery and many other uses. 


SAMPLE REQUESTS — TELEPHONE ORDERS WELCOMED 
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QUANTITY 


Send Order Form to: 


ITEM 
S/R BAMA Mini-Print 
S/R BAMA Grid 
SPOOLS BAMA Border 
YARDS BAMA Fabric 


Res. Add 8.25% sales tax 


COST 
$24.95 S/R 
$24.95 SR 
$15.95 SP 
$14.95 YD 

TAX 
TOTAL 
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lays for Coach Glen Thompson at 
airfield. 

Patterson Owens is a 6-4, 246-pound 
defensive lineman at LeFlore. He is con- 
sidered an exceptional pass rusher be- 
cause of his 4.7 speed and recorded 20 
sacks among his 90-plus tackles as a ju- 
nior. He is a solid student who is consider- 
ing several SEC schools along with Miami 
and FSU. 

Rod Rutledge is a 6-5, 235- tight 
end for Coach Larry Farris at High 
in Birmingham. A a blocker with good 
hands and speed, is on virtually ed 
list of top prospects in the state, Sou 
and nation. He is also an excellent basket- 
ball player and also participated in track 
and field. He is a good student who has 
qualified academically. He is considering 
Alabama, Auburn, Georgia, Miami and 
North Carolina State and said he would 
probably go to an SEC school. 

Tito Smith, 6-3, 200, is a linebacker for 
Coach Robert Higginbotham, a former 
Bama defensive Tock: at Birmingham 
Shades Valley who made The 
Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16. He led his 
team with 110 tackles as a junior. He is a 
good student and runs a 4.5 40, bench 
presses 280. He is conside Alabama, 
Arkansas, Auburn, Georgia, e Dame 
and Tennessee. 

Sage Spree is a 6-4, 275-pound offen- 
sive lineman from Warrior Academy in 
Eutaw where he plays for Coach Lee 
Holladay. Although his college position 
will be in the offensive line, when Warrior 
Academy needs a few yards, Spree makes 
the move to fullback. And he’s actually 
had some long runs this year. He has 
qualified academically. The Tuscaloosa 
News rates him among the state’s top 32 
players. Spree is considering Alabama, 
Auburn, Florida, FSU and Georgia. 

Patrick Stiles is a 6-2, 215-pound 
linebacker for Coach Waldon Tucker at 
Fayette County. Stiles also plays quarter- 
back, which says something about his ath- 
letic ability. He is a three-year starter and 
last year had 106 tackles, two intercep- 
tions and a fumble recovery. Stiles’ father 
and sister attended Auburn, and he lists 
Auburn, Alabama and LSU as schools he 
is considering. He has qualified academi- 


cally. 

Shawn Stuckey, 6-0, 212, is a lineback- 
er for Coach Perry Swindall at Daleville. 
He was rated the state’s 20th best 
prospect by the Birmingham News. In a 
game earlier this year he turned in 22 
tackles, including four for losses, and 
scored a touchdown in a 14-0 win. 

Brian Thomas is a 6-3, 260-pound line- 
man for Charles Henderson of Troy, 
where he plays for Coach Jay Jeffcoat. 

Granison Wagstaff, 6-2, 225, is a 
linebacker for Coach Bill Bacon at 
Enterprise. He is rated among the state’s 
top 15 players. Wagstaff covers a lot of 
ground with 4.8 speed in the 40. He is a 
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Gary McVicar 
good student who is considering several 
schools. 

Angelo Wheeler is a three-year starter 


for Coach Benjamin Harris at Blount of 
Prichard. He is 6-4, 218, and runs a 4.8 
40, and plays tight end and defensive 
end. He had six quarterback sacks in last 
year’s 5A championship game. Wheeler 
is close to being academically eligible. He 
is considering Alabama, Auburn, FSU, 
Mississippi State and Tennessee State. In 
a game early this season he turned in 14 
tackles, including five quarterback sacks. 

Geoff Wilson is one of the state’s top 
prospects playing for Coach David 
Stapleton at Robertsdale. He’ll make his 
college choice based on both athletics and 
academics. That’s because he’s a 6-6, 
255-pound offensive and defensive tackle 
who also has a perfect 4.0 grade point 
average and scored 32 on the ACT asa 
junior. He is on virtually ever list of top 
linemen in the state and the nation. 
Wilson, who runs a 4.9, also sees occa- 
sional duty at tight end. He is also a bas- 
ketball player. 

Dan Witherspoon, 6-3, 265, is a defen- 
sive end at Mobile McGill-Toolen, where 
he plays for former Tide player and assis- 
tant coach Paul Crane, Witherspoon is 
listed among the state’s top ten prospects. 
He runs a 4.9 40, benches 350. He is an 
excellent student. His top game as a ju- 
nior saw him make eight tackles, includ- 
ing three sacks. He is a four-year starter. 
He will choose from Alabama, Auburn, 
FSU, Miami and Notre Dame. 


White those are the most frequently 
noted prospects on various lists, 
there are a number of other Alabama 
high school linemen, linebackers and tight 
ends receiving mention, and it would be 
no surprise for someone to come off the 
following list and join the ranks of the 
most-wanted. 

Rayford Bass is a 6-3, ig “pee de- 
fensive lineman from Mobile Theodore. 
As a junior he had 40 tackles, three sacks 
and three fumble recoveries. He is consid- 
ering several SEC schools, including 
Alabama and Auburn, plus Southern 
Miss. 


Juandra Pierce 
Jamie Beard, 6-2, 285, has been a 
four-year starter on the offensive line at 
Appalachian High School in Oneonta. He 
is considering several SEC schools, includ- 
ing Alabama 


Robin Brasher is a 6-3, 220-pound 
linebacker at Vestavia in Birmingham. 

Chad Clark is a 6-3, 275-pound offen- 
sive lineman from Marion County, who 
was listed among the state’s top 50 
prospects by The Tuscaloosa News. 

Rhett Crutchfield is a 6-2, 240-pound 
lineman at Birmingham Berry. 

Mark Davenport, 6-4, 215, is a 
linebacker at Alabaster. 

Jason Hass, 6-4, 295, is a lineman at 
Scottsboro. 

DeCarlos Majors is a 6-4, 330-pound 
offensive lineman at Birmingham Enete 
who was listed among the state’s top 2 
by the Birmingham News. 

Jason McCutcheon, 6-6, 175, is an all- 
around athlete who plays tight end for 
Mobile Murphy. He runs a 4.8 40 and is 
a good student. 

Gary McVicar is a 6-3, 255-pound of- 
fensive lineman and linebacker at 
Southside of Gadsden. He is a three-year 
starter, a student, and is considering 
several SEC schools, including Alabama 
and Auburn, plus Southern Miss. 

Damon Nivens is a 6-6, 296-pound de- 
fensive lineman and tight end from 
Baldwin County who was rated among 
the state’s top 25 players by the 
Birmingham News. 

Bart Peel, 6-2, 240, is a tight end and 
defensive end at Slocomb. He is a three- 
year starter and was honorable mention 
all-state as a junior. He is academically eli- 
gible and is considering several SEC 
schools, including Alabama. 

Juandra Pierce is a 6-1, 208-pound 
linebacker at Gadsden Litchfield. He is a 
two-year starter and led his team in tack- 
les last year with 142. 

Jason Powell, 6-4, 255, is an offensive 
lineman at Alexander City Benjamin 


ussell. 
Leonard Shaughnessy, 6-3, 265, is an 
offensive lineman at n. 
Joseph Washington, 6-3, 300, is a line- 
man for Johnson of Huntsville. 
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RECRUITING 


PRESENTS OUR 
1993-94 
RECRUITING 
PACKAGE 


— FEATURING — 
Official Visit Lists 
and Weekly Newsletters 


INCLUDING: 
® PROSPECT REFERENCE 


GUIDE 
Oct. 1 - Alphabetical profile of 
the top 500 prospects in the 
South. 


MONTHLY ISSUES 

Nov. 1 / Dec. 1 - Rating pros- 
pects and giving college 
choices. 


WEEKLY ISSUES 


Begins Jan. 1, mailed each 


Saturday until signing day, 
1994. Informing you of lean- 
ings and committments as they 
occur. 


¢ Jan. 1 - Offensive pros- 
pects official visit list. 

* Jan. 8 - Defensive pros- 
pects official visit list. 


1993-94 RECRUITING 
RECAP 

Mar. 12 - Complete listing of 
signees for each college and 
analysis of each class. PLUS, 
a complete final newsletter of 
where everyone signed will be 
made into this issue. 


"SCOUTING THE SOUTH" 


SUBSCRIBE NOW and get the entire 
package for ONLY $35.00. 


Name 


Address 


ST Zip 


Phone _( ) 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO AND MAIL TO: 


PIGSKIN PREPS 


369 GORDON DRIVE, SUITE 17 
MOULTON, AL 35650 
(205) 974-5219 (205) 685-0282 


Volleyball: 


Pulling Together Gets Results 


by Donna Fromme 


Five-year-old program has 
shown improvement, but 
big SEC tests are ahead 


labama Head Volleyball Coach 
rothy Franco-Reed is not surprised 

by her team’s success in the early part of 
this season, nor is she blinded by it. She 
knows that the real tests are just beginning. 

Two weeks into this fifth year of the 
Bama volleyball program, the.Tide had al- 
ready shown vast improvement. Bama 
came away with first place trophies in its 
first two tournaments, including a road 
tournament. Alabama opened the season 
by winning its own Alabama Invitational 
and a week later took home the champi- 
onship of the Miami (Ohio) Invitational. “It 
was very important for us to get a good 
start this season,” said Franco-Reed. “The 
best thing it will do is instill confidence. 
That's something can't teach; it comes 
from playing and from winning. 

“Winning our first tournament on the 
road was a big plus for us. That's not al- 
ways easy to do, especially when you have 
a young team. You never know what's 
going to happen on the road with a new 
team.” 

Alabama is well on its way to bettering 
its disappointing 10-22 record of 1992. 
Through mid-September Bama had ed 
a 10-5 record. the road is treacherous 
ahead. 


“This is the year I believed from the start 
would be our turning point,” Franco-Reed 
said. “We needed to get through that first 
recruiting class, Chapter One, Tom and | 
like to call it.” Tom is Franco-Reed’s hus- 
band and assistant coach. “Now we’re be- 
ginning Chapter Two, and it could and 
should be the turning point,” she said. 

Franco-Reed agrees with the observation 
of Florida State Head Football Coach 
Bobby Bowden. “He says your program 
goes into a patter of phases. In the first 
phase, you lose 5. the second phase, 
you lose close, In third phase, you win 
close. And in the fourth phase, you win big. 

“Right now I think we're in the third 
phase. We're not blowing anybody away, 
but we are coming away with wins in the 
close matches.” 


rt of Alabama's success has come 
through its newcomers, particularly 
freshman Lorian Newcomer, who was 
named to the all-tournament team at 
Miami. “Anytime a freshman steps out and 
performs the way she's been performing, 
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Lorian Newcomer 
it’s a pleasant surprise,” Franco-Reed said. 
“Even when a freshman comes in with 
strong credentials, it usually takes a year 
for her to adjust. Lori has done a Good fob 
for us, but she has so much more potential 
that she'll unveil over the next few years. 
She hasn't scratched the surface yet. We 
like what we're seeing from her now, but I 
know we'll like it even better down the 
road.” 

Junior middle blocker Mavis Reed was 
named Most Valuable Performer at Miami 
as she averaged 3,12 kills and 2.35 blocks 
in the 17 games of the tournament. She 
was also named all-tournament at the 
Alabama Invitational. In mid-September 
she was leading the nation in hitting effi- 
ciency with .609. Consider that the num- 
ber two hitter in the Southeastern 
Conference had a .378 mark. Reed is well 
on schedule to move up from second team 
AI-SEC to first team. 

“Mavis’ performance comes as no sur- 
prise,” Franco-Reed said. “And the best 
thing is she, too, is capable of more. This 
year she’s led the nation in hitting, and 
that’s the most important statistic in volley- 
ball. She has unlimited potential. She’s still 
learning the game.” 

Alabama volleyball success in 1992 has 
truly been team success. Alabama names 
dot the list of leaders in SEC statistics. 
Jenny Vieth ranks in the top ten in hitting 
efficiency, Melanie Ryer in kills, Jeannie 
Nadolski in aces, Erin Tenbrunsel in assists 
and Newcomer in digs. Freshman Sandy 
Ford has also figured into those statistics in 
service aces. Ryer was voted tournament 
MVP at the Alabama Invitational as she 
contributed 52 kills, three service aces and 
25 digs in 14 games. 

“That’s something we really strive for, 
the team effort and team unity,” Franco- 
Reed said. “And when the team is pulling 
together like this, the result is success. I’m 
real pleased with the chemistry I'm seeing 
on the court. We're going to take some 
lumps on the road, but overall I think we're 
going to be seeing some real successes be- 


Melanie Ryer 
cause the women are playing and workin 


together as a unit. They are working we 
together. They are working hard together. 
They never give in, never quit, and you 
can't ask more than that from a team. 


labama will need that collective effort 
s SEC plays heats up in October and 
early November. As in virtually every sport, 
the SEC is among the best in volleyball. In 
the American Volleyball Coaches 
Association preseason rankings, Florida is 
eighth, LSU 15th, Kentucky 16th and 
Georgia 20th. 

The Halloween month will be scary in- 
deed as Alabama opens October at South 
Carolina on the first, goes to Georgia on 
the second, hosts Ole Miss on the eighth 
and LSU on the ninth, travels to Tennessee 
on the 15th and Kentucky on the 17th, re- 
turns home to host Florida on the 22nd 
and Auburn on the 23rd, and ends the 
month with Mississippi State visiting on the 
29th. Then it swaps sites in November with 
Auburn, Florida, Mississippi State, South 
Carolina and Georgia. 

Alabama home volleyball matches are 
held at Foster Auditorium and there is no 
admission charge. 

“We still have a lot of work to do before 
we are at the level of some of the teams in 
the SEC, but we are improving,” Franco- 
Reed said. “Anything can happen. This 
conference is so strong. Each year we get 
better, but so does the conference. I'm 
waiting for it to reach a plateau, but that 
hasn't happened yet. In the SEC, every 
match, from top to bottom, is a dogfight. 

“But our game plan is to take one match 
at a time. I think we're going to finish in 
the middle of the pack, and ‘at's not bad 
considering how high some SEC teams are 
ranked nationally. Obviously, we would 
like to win it, but we also know that if we 
finish in the middle of the standings, we're 
going to make it to post-season play, and 
that’s our goal. And that is an attainable 
goal for us this year if we continue to con- 
centrate and work hard.” 
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Go AHEAD, FRY IT FOR FREE 


Pe vews 


Vane 4, Hn VP 


€6 My week wouldn't be com- 
plete without reading FOOTBALL 
NEWS. It keeps me informed on 
all phases of the game like no 
other single source I know. If you 
love football, you'll love FOOT- 
BALL NEWS. 99 


66, appreciate FOOTBALL 
NEWS. and the information it 
contains. | have been an avid 
reader for 20 years, and time 
has not diminished my enthusi- 
asm when | receive it. 99 


— Lou Holtz, 
Notre Dame coach 


— Don Shula, 
Miami Dolphins coach 
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1-800-521-8806 


SEND FOR A FREE COPY OF THE NFL AND COLLEGE PREVIEW ISSUES 


Mail the coupon or the attached postage paid card today and we'll put you on our list to 
receive the upcoming preseason issues of Football News, America’s #1 Grid Weekly at no 
cost. Our NFL Preview edition will be out in mid-July, followed by our College Preview edition 
in August. 

If you decide you like Football News, then you'll pay just $24.95 and continue to receive 
the best weekly coverage of the game available in the country. Everything you need and want 
to know about college and pro football is ineachissue. You'll receive 20 issues in all. Our weekly 
coverage begins in September and will take you through the Bowl Games and Super Bowl 
XXVIII in January. 

As a SPECIAL BONUS all paid orders will receive a FREE copy of the 1993 FN Pocket 
Football Guide as our way of saying thanks for your order. This handy pocket guide has a value ag LE 
kere is chock full of NFL and college rosters, schedules, results and preseason 

This is a NO-RISK offer. If you are not completely satisfied you can mark “Please Cancel” A $3.95 Value! 
on your first invoice and you'll owe = The preseason issues are yours to keep. Free with your paid order! 


SPECIAL BONUS! | | FOOTBALL NEWS FREE TRIAL OFFER 


; | 17820 E. Warren Ave., Detroit, MI 48224 1-800-521-8808 

Act Now and Receive a | (Enclosed is $24.95. | save 58% off the newsstand price and get 20 issues of FN. Send my FREE 
FREE FN Football Guide! copy of the FN Pocket Football Guide immediately. 

1 Check enclosed 1 Charge my creditcard: [] Visa O mc (J Amex 


* 1993 Schedules Acct # Expire Date 
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| | 
“Preseason Previews (1 Send my FREE preseason issues right away. If I'm happy, I'll pay just $24.95 for 20 issues total. , 
| 

| 

| 


2 Numerical Rosters | | get my FREE copy of the FN Pocket Football Guide when | pay my first invoice. O6U 
: TV Listings 


» Draft Recap Name 
FREE WITH YOUR PAID ORDER pee | 
oe St. Zip 


A $3.95 VALUE! 


BAMASCORECARD 


Dottie Kelso 

Several memorial funds have been es- 
tablished following the unexpected death 
of 31-year-old Alabama Women’s 
Basketball Assistant Coach Dottie Kelso. 
She died September 18 at DCH Regional 
Medical Center in Tuscaloosa, where she 
had been admitted after suffering severe 
headaches. A cyst in her brain had 
blocked the outflow of fluid which caused 
intense pressure and resulted in her death. 
She had been a member of the Bama staff 
of Coach Rick Moody since 1989. She 
played for Alabama when Moody was an 
assistant coach in 1983 and 1984. 

She was very active as a Big Sister in 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Tuscaloosa 
(2123 9th St., Tuscaloosa, AL 35401), 
one of the places where memorial dona- 
tions are being accepted in her name. 


Tide Women Cagers Ranked 

Preseason polls are trickling in for the 
1993-94 basketball season, and the 
Alabama women are considered top 25 
material in each ranking. 

Alabama's best ranking has come in the 
College Sports Basketball Preview, a rat- 
ing of 13th. Dick Vitale’s Basketball 
Yearbook and the Women's Basketball 
News Service both list Alabama 17th, 
while Street & Smith has Bama 18th and 
Host Fan's Guide says 22nd. 

Host lists junior guard Niesa Johnson as 
one of its five first team All-America play- 
ers. She’s listed as third team by the News 
Service, and high honorable mention by 
Street & Smith, which also lists Tiders 
Betsy Harris and Yolanda Watkins as hon- 
orable mention. 


Netters Rank High 

John Kreis’ Crimson Tide men's tennis 
team has received its highest team ranking 
ever. In the Rolex pre-season rankings 
Alabama checks in at number seven. 
Junior Juan Carlos Bianchi is ranked 
ninth and senior Cecil Brandon 35th in 
singles and Brandon and Matt Turner are 
ranked 24th in doubles. 

Alabama finished 19-5 in 1993, ad- 
vancing to the NCAA quarterfinals and 
finished the season ranked ninth. 

The preseason rankings stand through 
December. Georgia is ranked first, 
Mississippi State eighth, LSU ninth and 
Florida 10th. 


Women Are 23rd 

Even though it is currently without a 
coach, the Alabama women’s tennis team 
is beginning the year ranked 23rd in the 
nation. Bama lost three key seniors from 
the 1993 team that finished 17-7 and 
with a final ranking of 20th in the nation. 
Florida is rated fourth and Georgia sixth. 


Gaiser Gone 
Karin Gaiser, Alabama’s women's tennis 
coach for eight seasons, resigned in 
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Dottie Kelso 


August to participate in her family’s busi- 
ness in Dayton, Ohio. She had a 126-104 


record at Bama and produced the Tide’s 
first All-America tennis performers as well 
as the Tide's first women's team to make 
the NCAA Championships field. 

Kay Thayer, who has been Gaiser’s as- 
sistant for the past four years, is serving as 
the interim coach. A new coach is expect- 
ed to be named in mid-October. Thayer is 
one of the candidates for the position. 


More Help Wanted 

Alabama Athletics Director Hootie 
I m has at least one other position to 
fill besides head coach of the women's 
tennis team. Sarah Patterson, Alabama’s 
head gymnastics coach, has held the title 
of associate athletics director for adminis- 
tration of sports other than football for the 
past eight years. However, this fall 
Patterson requested that she be allowed to 
relinquish those duties in order to spend 
full time with Bama’s gymnastics squad, 
which is one of the nation’s best. 

Patterson continues to hold the title of 
associate athletics director and serve as 
senior women's administrator for the SEC 
and NCAA. 


Golfers To Watch 

Coach Dick Spybey's men's golf team 
has been ranked 13th in preseason rank- 
ings of Golfweek. Senior Marten Olander 
was named a preseason second team All- 
America, while sophomore Patrick 
Vadden is an honorable mention All- 
America and Chip Deason listed as a 
“Freshman to Watch.” Alabama lost only 
one of its top six golfers (Jeff Street) from 
its 1993 squad which advanced to the 
NCAA Championships. 

The bad news is that Alabama is only 
one of four Southeastern Conference 
teams ranked, including top-rated Florida. 
LSU is 18th, Arkansas 20th. 

Although Coach Betty Palmer's 


Alabama women's team was not given a 

national preseason top 20 ranking, the 

Tide should be strong with all but one 

player (Tracy Little) returning from last 
ear. Golfweek listed newcomer Julie 
elchar as a “Freshman to Watch.” 

The Tide player most likely to earn hon- 
ors this year is junior Jill Donaldson, who 
opened fall play with a second place finish 
in the Lady Seminole at Florida State. She 
had a career-best round of 71-73- 
73-217. Bama finished fourth in that 
field, and best of the four SEC teams 
among the 15 entries. 


Olander In All-American 

Marten Olander, a senior for the 
Crimson Tide golf team, has been invited 
to participate in the prestigious John 
Hancock All-American Classic October 
21-23 in El Paso, Texas. The field in the 
elite tournament includes all the returning 
Division I All-America players as well as 
the top couple of Division II and NAIAAIl- 
America players. 

The winner of the inaugural John 
Hancock was Jerry Pate, representing 
Alabama in 1974. David Kirkpatrick rep- 
resented Alabama in the tournament in 


Hall Of Famers 

Two men who were centers on the foot- 
ball field for Alabama and one who was 
the center of attention on golf courses for 
the Tide are among the latest electees into 
the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame. Newly- 
elected members include former Alabama 
football stars Paul Crane (a center and 
linebacker in the two-way era of football 
in the early 1960s) and Dwight 
Stephenson (an All-America at Alabama 
and later considered the best in the 
National Football League) and former golf 
star Jerry Pate. All were in the modern 
category. 

Also inducted were former Auburn foot- 
ball players Lloyd Nix (modern) and Kirk 
Newell (old-timer) and former major 
league baseball player, coach and manag- 
er Luman Harris. 

Formal induction will be as the ASHOF 
banquet at the Birmingham-Jefferson 
Civic Center Saturday, February 26, 
1994. 

This is the 26th class of inductees into 
the ASHOF. Members are enshrined in 
the ASHOF Museum in Birmingham. 


Rast Brothers Honored 

Holt Rast, an All-America end for the 
Alabama football team in 1941, and his 
brother, Tom, a member of the Bama 
boxing and track squads in the 1940s, 
were co-recipients of this year’s Paul W. 
Bryant Alumni-Athlete Award. The award 
is based on character, contributions to so- 
ciety, personal achievement and service to 
man. The Rasts have been fixtures among 
the civic leaders of Birmingham and in 
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service to The University. They were hon- 
ored during ceremonies at this year’s 
Arkansas football game in Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. 


On The Go 

Coach David Troy's Bama women’s 
cross c team is off and running. The 
Tide women won both their September 
meets, the inaugural Crimson Classic and 
the Auburn Invitational. Tide freshman 

cki Well was individual winner of the 
Crimson Classic. The Bama men were sec- 
ond to Auburn in both meets. 


Track Ratings 

Members of Alabama's women’s track 
team participating in relay events are obvi- 
ously a lot faster than Track & Field 
News, the sports premier magazine. 
Although the 1993 track season ended 
months ago, the publication only recently 
announced its rankings. And Alabama's 
women were named best in the nation in 
Relay Ranks. The competition for top 
ranking was among both college and pro- 
fessional track clubs and was based on nine 
relay events. Although the Tide women of 
Coach Doug Williamson were not rank first 
in any category, cumulatively they were 
best. Their highest rankings of second 
came in the 4x100-meter and 4x200- 
meter events. The 4x800 team ranked 
third and the sprint medley and distance 
medley groups were both fourth. 

LSU finished second in the National 
Relay Ranks, while SEC members Auburn, 
Tennessee, Arkansas and Florida were also 
top 20. 
one best previous finish was fourth in 


Woman Of The Year 

Two-time national champion gymnast 
Dana Dobr. is the Alabama state win- 
ner in the 1993 NCAA Woman of the 
Year award program. The award is given to 
a senior student-athlete who has demon- 
strated outstanding athletics ability, aca- 
demic excellence and a dedication to com- 
munity service and who has completed her 
athletics eligibility. Graduated senior 
women athletes from all 16 women’s 
NCAA sports are considered for the 
awards. 

The University of Alabama women’s ath- 
letics program will receive an award of 
$5,000 from Champion Products in 
Dobransky’s name. The field of 51 region- 
al finalists will be narrowed to 10 in the 
near future and each institution having a fi- 
nalist will receive another $5,000 award. 

Dobransky, a five-time All-America and 
two-time national champion on balance 
beam, was an Academic All-America and 
has been awarded post-graduate scholar- 
ships from both the NCAA and SEC. 


More Volleyball Losses 

Alabama Head Gymnastics Coach 
Dorothy Franco-Reed expects to lose ath- 
letes from time-to-time, but she hardly ex- 
pected not to have the services of one of 
her incoming freshmen because of paper- 
work. But that’s what happened. Tide 


signee Alberta Sackey of Accra, Ghana, 
was unable to obtain a visa in time to enter 
The University this fall. She had been the 
most valuable player of the West African 
national team in 1992. 

Additionally, Bama lost a freshman walk- 
on, Erica Alexander, who elected to give up 
volleyball. Earlier it had been announced 
that junior Marta Bickert and senior Lynn 
Wondrasek would not play this year. 


Fall Events 

While football, cross country and volley- 
ball are already under way this year, a cou- 
ple of other Crimson Tide sports get start- 
ed in October. 

The men’s tennis team the 
last week of September with a couple of 
events, including the Sky-Tel National Clay 
Court Championships in Jackson, Mississippi, 
scheduled through October 3. Other October 
action for the men’s tennis team in October 
includes the ITA All-America Championships 
in Austin, Texas, October 14-17 and the 
Northriver Clay Court Invitational in 
Tuscaloosa October 


The women's tennis team was to open 
fall play in the Wildcat Invitational at 
Northwestern University in Chicago 
October 1-3, play in the SEC Coaches 
Invitational at Arkansas October 22-24 and 
in the All-American in Los Angeles 
October 29-31. 

Bama swimming and diving, men and 
women, will have their divers at Moultrie, 
Georgia, October 9-10, have an intrasquad 
meet at the Alabama Aquatic Center 
October 15-16, then open on the road, at 
Clemson October 29 and at South 
Carolina October 30. 

While the women's golf team has already 
opened its season, the Tide women will 
play in the Memphis State Invitational at 
Stone Bridge Golf Club in Cordova, 
Tennessee, October 3-5, and in the Tiger- 
Tide at Seascape in Destin, Florida, 
October 29-31. 

Men's golfers were scheduled for the 
Tournament of Champions in Knoxville 
October 3-4, the Dixie Intercollegiate in 
Columbus, Georgia, October 18-19, and 
as host of the Jerry Pate National at Shoal 
Creek in Birmingham October 25-26. 


Baseball Practice 

Coach Barry Shollenberger’s Crimson 
Tide baseball team is practicing at Sewell- 
Thomas Field through October 18. 
Intrasquad games are a regular feature of 
practices, which ordinarily begin at 1:30 
p.m. For information on intrasquad games, 
coemect the baseball office at (205) 348- 

161. 


Alumni Functions 

The University of Alabama National 
Alumni Association has functions for friends 
and alumni of The University attending road 
football games. In October, the association 
scheduled a pre-game pep at Seawell’s 
Restaurant starting two and a hours be- 
fore the South Carolina game in Columbia 
October 2, and an outdoor party under a 
tent on the baseball field at Ole Miss prior 
to that football game October 23. 
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BY 
GLEN SMITH 
Alabama Fan With a View 


This ONE’s Different! 


Now there's a BOOK that forever 
captures the Spirit and Exhilaration of 


BAMA’S 1992 CHAMPIONSHIP 


Over 200 Photographs 


Please send ___ books to me at: 
$9.95 each 
Shipping, $2.05 each 

Total Enclosed 


Make CHECK payable to 
and MAIL to: 


Tuscaloosa, AL 35402 


Pps : Cha! @ Kentucky 
ttanooga 
40-7 io? ; ery 14 
SOUTHERN MISS 
Golden Hotta Mes Pi paren @ Aubum @ Georgia 
10-1 24-35 
a3) 
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A FROM PASADENA TO PARIS A 


ALABAMA: 12 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS—NARRATED BY KEITH JACKSON, is the Official National Championship 
Video Collection. Three exciting videos celebrate the Championships won by Wallace Wade, Frank Thomas, Paul 
‘Bear’ Bryant and Gene Stallings, starting at Pasadena’s Rose Bowl and ending at Coach Stallings’ ranch in 


Paris, Texas. The latest home video collection from The Alabama 
4 go a Sports Network is a perfect gift at $59.95 plus tax and P/H. 
© COPYRIGHT 1993 BY COLLEGIATE SPORTS PARTNERS, LTD. 


4s 
a 


¢ 
3 


} A Limited Edition Art Print 


py steve R. Skipper 


CONTINUED CELEBRATION 


With excitement and pride already at a fever pitch from the celebration of one 
hundred years of football, it's hard to imagine the addition of even more. Go 
ahead, pinch yourself and accept the fact that one of the greatest teams and 
coaching staffs in Alabama football history have delivered beyond the call of duty 
and have placed the University of Alabama Up Where We Belong as national cham- 
pions again. Nationally acclaimed artist Steve R. Skipper has accurately and power- 
fully produced what will go down in:sports art history as one of the most well 
painted and exciting works ever done. After thousands of meticulous hours the 
celebration has been classically preserved. 


Regular Edition Published from the original oil painting, this edition is strictly 
limited to 1500 prints, each hand signed and numbered by the artist. An additional 
150 artist proofs have also been made available, each hand signed by the artist. Mr. 
Skipper has closely supervised the printing process to assure that only specially 
formulated permanent inks and conservators grade paper have been implemented 
in the production of this exquisite lithograph. The image area of this print is 19" x 
25" and each print has been embossed in 24K gold and is accompanied by a mat- 
ching signed and numbered certificate of authenticity. 

Big Oaks Edition is strictly limited to 50 prints, each personally signed and 
numbered by Steve R. Skipper and Coach Gene Stallings. Each is also embossed 
with a 24-K gold seal. The purchase of this print will be a direct donation to John 
Croyle’s Big Oak Ranch for boys and girls. 


ISA NGAA * 
TRUER CULASRIDOWYN Ml 


iy NATIONAL CHASIELONS 


© 1993 ANOINTED HOMES ART, INC. 


ORDER FORM AMOUNT 


Regular Edition. Unframed $150.00 Qty. 


Framed $300.00 Qty, 


Artist's Proofs. Unframed $300.00 Qty.— 


Framed $450.00 Qty. 


Big Oak Edition. 


Signed by 
Coach Stallings & Steve. 


Unframed $500.00 Qty.— 


Framed $650.00 Qty._ 


Sales Tax. Alabama residents must add 8% 


Shipping. Add $10 for each order of unframed prints 
Add $18 for each framed print 
Oj VISA 


o MasterCard © American Express 


Signature Exp. Date 


Prices subject to change without notice. TOTAL AMOUNT $ ___ 


SHIP TO: Must list street address for UPS delivery, All prints shipped flat. 


Name 

Address 

a ee 
Home Phone Work Phone 

YOU HAVE A FULL **NO RISK’* 30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Pro First, 3800 Colonnade Parkway 
Birmingham, AL 35243 ® (205) 969-3663 


CRIMSON TIME COMPANY 


3000 RIVERCHASE GALLERIA, SUITE 800, BIRMINGHAM, AL 35244 
QTY TO ORDER BY PHONE CALL 2055382442 


fe | CHAMPIONSHIP WATCH - MENS $65.00 Lome 5 

he CHAMPIONSHIP WATCH - LADIES $65.00 ee 

on CHAMPIONSHIP WALL CLOCK $25.00 5 Saal 
ADD $3.50 SHIPPING AND HANDLING 

TOTAL $ 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP. 


TELEPHONE( ) 
Olvisa [J] MastercaARD [] CHECK [] MONEY ORDER 
CARD# ExP. DATE 


BAMA 1 


SIGNATURE 
30 DAY MONEY-BACK GAURANTEE 


WATCH ORDERS ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS DELIVERY 


Celebrating A 100 Year Football Tradition 


THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
GRANDFATHER CLOCK 


playing the 


“ALABAMA FIGHT SONG” 


Emperor Clock Company proudly presents The Century, a Limited 
Edition Grandfather Clock in Solid Cherry or Oak commemorating the 1992 
National Football Championship. 


Just imagine owning this extraordinary grandfather clock! Each hour of the 
day you will hear The Century's solid brass movement playing the famous 
"UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA FIGHT SONG", and you will remember the 
thrill of seeing the University of Alabama football team declared 1992 
National Champions. Youmayalso select Westminster chimes, Viennastrike, 
or silence, if you prefer. 


Adding even more to The Century’s uniqueness is the brass lyre pendulum 
engraved with every year the University of Alabama won a national football 
championship. The Century also features beveled glass waist door and 
sides. 


Don’t miss this splendid opportunity to own this unique tribute to Alabama’s 
legendary football teams. The Century is sure to become a treasured family 
heirloom. 


Each clock will be registered at the headquarters of 
Emperor Clock Company in Fairhope, Alabama, 
and each owner will receive an engraved 
and numbered solid brass plaque. Only 
500 clocks will be available. Coach Gene 
Stallings received Number 1 in the 
Crimson Tide Suite at the university 

in Tuscaloosa on Thursday, August 5. 


Don't miss out. Order yours now! 


LIME EDUTTON 
4 UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA |, 
i992 NVAIONAL CHAMPIONS 
NO | OF 500 


Engraved, Brass Lyre Pendulum Registered, Solid Brass Plaque 
The Century Limited Edition Grandfather Clock: $1,495.00 


9 we To Order Call: 
exw EMPEROR 205/928-2316 in Alabama 
82 3/4"(H) x 23 7/8” (W) x 14 3/4" (D) WORLD FAMOUS MANUFACTURER or 1-800-642-0011 outside Alabama 


©1993 Emperor Clock Company. All Rights Reserved. 


